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Department  of  Children’s  Institutions, 
Trustees  for  Children, 

32  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  February  1,  1900. 

Hon.  Thomas  N.  Hart, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  : 

Sir,  —  In  accordance  with  chapter  3,  section  22,  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  the  Trustees  for  Children  present  their 
annual  report  for  the  fianancial  year  ending  January  31,  1900, 
this  being  the  third  year  of  the  Department  of  Children’s  In¬ 
stitutions, and  the  forty-second  of  the  Institutions  Department. 

Of  the  members  of  the  Board  in  office  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  Mrs.  William  J.  Quinn  and  Mr.  Charles  V.  Dasey 
resigned  on  May  1,  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  H.  Murray  and  Mr.  John 
A.  Bruen  were  appointed  in  their  places.  The  term  of  office 
of  Mrs.  Davis  R.  Dewey  expired  May  1,  and  Miss  Ellen  H. 
Bailey  was  appointed  for  the  term  ending  in  1904. 

The  term  of  Miss  Helen  Cheever  expired  May  1,  and  she 
was  reappointed  for  the  term  ending  1904. 

The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  time  of  the  expiration 
of  their  appointments  are  as  follows : 


Horatio  A.  Lamb,  Chairman 
Charles  P.  Putnam,  Secretary 
John  O’Hare 
Miss  Helen  Cheever  . 

Mrs.  G.  F.  H  .Murray  . 

John  A.  Bruen  . 

Miss  Ellen  H.  Bailey 


May  1,  1902. 
“  1901. 

“  1903. 

“  1904. 

“  1901. 

“  1900. 


1904. 
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During  the  past  year  seventy  meetings  of  the  Trustees 
have  been  held.  The  standing  committees  consist  of  the 
following  members : 

Committee  on  Finance.  —  The  Chairman,  Mr.  Bruen,  Miss 
Bailey. 

Committee  on  Schools.  —  The  Secretary,  Miss  Cheever, 
Mrs.  Murray,  Mr.  Bruen. 

Committee  on  Placing- Out  Department. — The  Chairman, 
Miss  Bailey,  Mrs.  Murray,  Miss  Cheever. 

Committee  on  Releases.  —  The  Secretary,  Mr.  O’Hare, 
Miss  Cheever. 

Committee  on  Boys  on  Probation  in  Their  Own  Homes.  — 
Mr.  Bruen,  Miss  Bailey,  Mr.  O’Hare. 

Service  Committee.  —  Mr.  Bruen,  Miss  Bailey. 

For  each  two  months  two  members  are  appointed  to  be  a 
visiting  committee  for  the  Parental  School  and  the  House  of 
Reformation  respectively. 

The  three  divisions  under  the  charge  of  this  Board  are  : 

(a.)  For  juvenile  offenders  at  the  House  of  Reformation 
and  probationers  therefrom. 

( b .)  For  truants  at  the  Parental  School. 

(p.)  For  dependent  and  neglected  children  boarded  or 
placed  free  in  families,  besides  a  number  in  the  care  of  schools 
for  defectives  or  other  hospitals  or  institutions,  not  under  the 
management  of  the  Trustees,  where  they  have  been  placed 
for  various  reasons. 

The  whole  number  of  children  now  in  the  care  of  the 
Trustees  is  1,459,  or  16  less  than  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  divided  as  follows  : 1 


In  the  House  of  Reformation  (including  12  run¬ 
aways)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .135 

On  probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation2  .  195 

In  the  Parental  School2  ......  201 

Dependent  children  .  .  .  .  .663 

Neglected  children  ......  265 

- 928 


Total 


1,459 


iFor  more  detailed  information  as  to  admission,  commitment  and  present  placing 
of  children  see  Appendix,  page  35,  Table  1A. 

2  Tsvo  of  those  now  in  the  Parental  School  are  also  probationers  from  the  House  of 
Reformation. 
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Financial  Statement. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Department 
for  the  year  is  $155,826.29,  which,  divided  among  the  whole 
average  number  of  children,  makes  an  average  per  capita  ex¬ 
pense  of  $107.54,  or  $2.07  per  week.1 

The  cost  of  the  individual  children  varies  very  much,  how¬ 
ever,  because  some  of  them  are  in  their  own  homes  or  in  free 
homes  in  the  country,  for  some  board  is  paid  in  country 
homes,  some  are  paid  for  and  some  are  taken  free  in  special 
.schools  for  defectives  or  hospitals  not  under  our  charge, 
while  the  rest  are  cared  for  in  the  Parental  School  and  the 
House  of  Reformation.  In  the  schools  the  per  capita  ex¬ 
pense  is  of  necessity  greater  than  in  the  country  homes. 

An  analysis  of  the  cost  of  the  House  of  Reformation  and 
of  the  Parental  School  is  given  in  Table  2F,  Appendix, 
following  page  38.  The  total  cost  of  caring  for  juvenile 
offenders  was  $36,496.77,  of  which  $35,496.77 2  was  used  for 
the  House  of  Reformation,  including  the  estimated  share  of 
office  expenses  ($671.72),  making  the  average  per  capita  ex¬ 
pense  $275.25  for  the  year,  or  $5.30  per  week;  while  the 
remainder,  $1,000,  was  the  estimated  amount  expended  for  the 
boys  placed  out  on  probation  —  mostly  in  their  own  homes  — 
an  average  cost  for  each  boy  of  $7.58.  Taking  together  all 
the  juvenile  offenders,  both  in  the  House  of  Reformation  and 
on  probation,  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  was 
$139.83.2 

The  total  cost  of  the  Parental  School,  including  an  esti¬ 
mated  share  of  office  expenses,  was  $36,656.24,  making  the 
average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  $188.72,  or  per  week, 
$3.63. 

The  cost  of  the  Placing-Out  Division  with  its  share  of  office 
expenses  amounts  to  $82,886.93.3 

Of  this,  $12,713.51  has  been  paid  for  board  of  children  in  the 
Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded,  the  Baldwins ville 
Cottage  Hospital  and  other  such  institutions.  The  re¬ 
mainder,  $70,173.42,  has  been  paid  for  an  average  of  440 
children  boarded  in  families  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $65,161.03 
for  the  whole  number,  and  for  372  children  in  free  homes  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  $5,012.39,  making  an  average  per  capita 
cost  of  $148.09  for  the  boarded  children,  and  $13.47  for 


1  Appendix,  page  36,  Tables  2,  2A,  etc. 

2 This  amount  would  have  been  smaller  but  for  the  necessity  of  paying  the 
board  at  Deer  Island  of  forty  boys  after  the  fire  for  over  five  months.  The  fire  also 
increased  the  amount  paid  to  the  Long  Island  Hospital,  because  every  slight  case  of 
illness  had  to  be  sent  over  on  account  of  the  lack  of  dormitory  space  at  Rainsford’s 
Island. 

3  See  Appendix,  pages  37  and  38,  Tables  2C,  2D  and  2E. 
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those  in  free  homes.  Taking  together  all  dependent  and 
neglected  children  boarded  or  placed  free  in  families  we  find 
the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  to  be  $86.42. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  received  from  loan 
appropriations : 

April,  House  of  Reformation,  reconstruction,  etc., 

account  of  storm,  November,  1898  .  .  .  $8,000  00' 

April,  House  of  Reformation,  improvement  of  grave¬ 
yard  .........  500  00 

December,  House  of  Reformation,  rebuilding  and  re¬ 
furnishing,  account  of  fire  .....  9,500  00' 

October,  House  of  Reformation,  rebuilding  and  refur¬ 
nishing,  account  of  fire,  transferred  from  the 
Parental  School,  drainage  of  land  appropriation  of 
April  .  .......  5,000  00 

Parental  School,  balance  from  1898,  new  wooden 

school  buildings  and  furnishings  ....  4,959  44 


Note.  —  An  inventory  and  appraisal  of  real  and  personal  estate  is  given  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix,  Table  3,  page  39. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Horatio  A.  Lamb, 
Charles  P.  Putnam,. 
John  O’Hare, 

Helen  Cheever, 
Annie  G.  Murray, 
John  A.  Bruen, 
Ellen  H.  Bailey. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REFORMATION 

FOR  1899. 


At  the  House  of  Reformation,  the  institution  is  much  im¬ 
proved  by  the  alterations  and  repairs  made  after  the  fire  of 
August,  1899,  in  parts  of  the  main  building,  and  by  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  the  old  stone  hospital  into  the  Point  Cottage 
for  the  younger  boys. 

The  health  of  the  boys  has,  on  the  whole,  been  good  during 
the  year,  and  the  record  of  those  released  on  probation 
(which  is,  of  course,,  the  test  of  the  work  of  the  institution) 
has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  (February  1,  1899), 
there  were  148  boys  in  the  House  of  Reformation,  includ¬ 
ing  17  runaways. 

During  the  year  118  boys  have  been  received,  13  less 
than  during  the  previous  year,  and  121  boys  have  been  re¬ 
leased  or  discharged,  or  21  less  than  last  year,  leaving  135 
now  in  the  school,  including  12  runaways.  Table  6  of  the 
Appendix  shows  the  number  committed  from  each  of  the 
districts  of  the  city.1 

Of  those  received,  a  majority  (61  per  cent.)  had  com¬ 
mitted  offences  against  property ;  7  per  cent,  offences  against 
the  person ;  6.1  per  cent,  were  convicted  of  disorderly  con¬ 
duct  ;  13.3  per  cent,  were  committed  as  stubborn  children, 
and  12.4  per  cent,  were  returned  from  probation  because  of 
unsatisfactory  behavior.  These  figures  do  not  differ  greatly 
from  those  of  last  year,  though  fewer  boys  were  returned 
from  probation  in  the  years  1896  and  1897  than  in  the  last 
two  years.2 

The  increase  may  be  because  boys  on  probation  are  now  more 
thoroughly  visited.  Deducting  those  returned  from  proba¬ 
tion  we  find  the  new  commitments  this  year  to  have  been  99. 
Of  these  75.76  per  cent,  were  for  minority;  24.24  per  cent, 
for  short  sentences  in  lieu  of  payment  of  fines. 


1  The  statistics  in  this  report  are  based  on  the  financial  year  from  January  31, 1899, 
to  January  31,  1900;  for  convenience  the  year  is  designated  1899,  and  the  year 
preceding  1898. 

2  See  Appendix,  Tables  4  and  11,  pages  41  and  48. 
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The  treatment  of  the  “  fine  ”  cases  has  not  been  made  more 
satisfactory  by  the  change  in  the  law  of  last  year.  The 
equivalents  of  fine,  of  $5,  f>10,  $20,  are  no  longer  30,  60  and 
90  days’  imprisonment,  as  in  the  past,  but  8,  20  and  30  day& 
respectively.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Trustees,  many  of  the 
boys  committed  for  non-payment  of  fines  for  single  slight 
offences  must  be  injured  by  contact  with  more  serious  offend¬ 
ers  ;  on  the  other  hand  their  time  of  imprisonment  is  too 
short  for  any  discipline  which  might  benefit  them.  Indeed, 
since  their  clothing  must  often  be  destroyed,  the  short  sen¬ 
tence  may  mean  to  these  boys  nothing  more  terrifying  than 
a  few  days  at  the  seashore  and  “new  clothes.”  To  mitigate 
the  evil  of  contact,  an  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  short-sentence 
boys  separate  from  the  others,  and  they  receive  school  in¬ 
struction  at  different  hours. 

The  proportion  of  boys  committed  this  year  who  were  known 
to  be  of  native  birth  was  69.11  per  cent.  Only  28.31  per 
cent.,  however,  of  the  fathers  of  boys  committed  were 
known  to  be  of  native  birth,  while  62.83  per  cent,  were 
known  to  be  of  foreign  birth.  The  records  for  four  years 
show  a  large  number  of  commitments  between  May  and 
October  —  the  largest  number  of  commitments  occurred 
this  year  between  these  dates.1 2 

The  ages  of  boys  committed  range  from  8  to  16  years, 
2  80.5  per  cent,  being  between  12  and  16  years  old.  The 
boys  returned  from  probation  were  older,  eleven  out  of  the 
fourteen  being  16, 17  and  18  years  of  age.  The  average  age 
of  all  received  was  13.78  years.  The  Trustees  consider  eight 
years  too  tender  an  age  at  which  to  commit  boys  to  Rains- 
ford’s  Island.  They  desire  also  to  point  out  that  boys  returned 
from  probation  at  17  and  18  years  of  age  are  a  menace  to  the 
school. 

The  Trustees  earnestly  hope  that  the  legislation  desired 
by  them  last  year,  and  now  again  asked  for,  may  this  year  be 
enacted.  By  this  legislation  the  Prison  Commissioners  would 
acquire  the  power  to  transfer  inmates  of  the  House  of 
Reformation  of  suitable  age  to  the  Massachusetts  Reforma¬ 
tory  when  the  Trustees  consider  them  unfit  subjects  for  the 
House  of  Reformation,  and  request  to  have  them  so  trans¬ 
ferred.  This  legislation  would  not  only  be  of  benefit  to  the 
boys  confined  at  the  House  of  Reformation,  but  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  tend  to  restrain  from  bad  behavior  the  older 
juvenile  offenders  who  are  now  at  large  on  probation. 

1  See  Appendix,  Tables  7  and  8,  pages  44  and  45. 

2  A  few  slight  inaccuracies  occurred  in  the  figures  of  last  year’s  report.  In  the 
present  report  these  are  corrected,  slightly  changing  certain  totals.  See  Appendix, 
Table  9,  on  Ages. 
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Discharges  and  Releases. 

For  the  last  two  years,  while  the  Merit  System  1  has  been  in 
operation  for  all  but  the  youngest  boys,  the  number  of  boys 
discharged  and  released  has  been  greater  each  year  than  the 
number  committed.2 

The  contrary  was  true  of  the  two  preceding  years.  The 
Trustees  believe  that  a  boy's  knowledge  that  he  can  earn  his 
release  by  good  conduct  spurs  him  to  improve.  They  are 
glad  to  note  also  that  under  this  system  the  boys  as  a  whole 
have  a  fairer  chance  of  release  than  by  depending  upon  the 
influence  of  friends,  since  some  find  themselves  without 
friends  to  exert  this  influence. 

During  the  first  year  the  Merit  System  was  introduced  forty- 
four  boys  who  had  been  held  from  two  and  a  half  to  over  four 
years,  earned  release,  while  in  the  present  year  there  were 
only  eight  boys  who  had  been  confined  so  long.  The  aver¬ 
age  time  spent  in  the  Institution  by  boys  released  on  proba¬ 
tion  was  24.97  months  in  1898  as  against  16.17  months  in 
1899.  3 

There  is  no  boy  in  the  Institution  now  who  has  been 
there  so  long  as  three  years;  71  per  cent,  have  been  there 
eighteen  months  or  less.  In  place  of  longer  detention  in  the 
Institution  the  Trustees  have  extended  the  time  of  super¬ 
vision  over  boys  released  on  probation.  Of  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-one  boys  discharged  or  released  during  the 
present  year  the  average  age  was  14.64  years  ;  4  of  these  twenty- 
five  were  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  short  sentences,  or  on 
payment  of  fines,  one  on  account  of  illness  requiring  special 
care,  one  to  the  Concord  Reformatory,  four  to  parents  who 
moved  out  of  the  State.  The  other  ninety  were  released  on  pro¬ 
bation,  to  their  own  families  or  to  families  in  the  country,  as 
seemed  best.  The  home  of  each  boy  was  visited  by  our 
agent  before  his  release.  The  record  of  these  boys  on  pro¬ 
bation  will  be  found  on  page  46. 

The  chief  events  of  the  year  to  be  reported  are  the  opening 
of  the  Point  Cottage  and  school-house  for  the  younger 
boys,  a  fire,  and  a  change  of  Superintendents.  The  first  is 
of  very  great  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  Trustees,  as  it  is 
one  step  toward  the  cottage  system,  which  they  desire  to 
inaugurate  in  the  institution  as  their  permanent  policy. 


1On  January  25, 1900,  the  statement  of  the  Merit  System  at  the  House  of  Reforma¬ 
tion  was  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

“That  boys  in  the  Honor  Grade  have  certain  privileges  in  the  Institution.  Their 
names  are  also  reported  to  the  Trustees,  and  at  the  discretion  of  the  Trustees,  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  Court,  such  boys  may  be  released  on  probation.  ” 

2  Appendix,  Tables  4  and  5,  pages  41  and  43. 

3  Appendix,  Tables  10  and  11,  pages  47  and  48. 

4  Appendix,  Table  No.  9,  page  46. 
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The  fire  of  August  19  was  set  by  seven  boys.  These 
boys  were  sent  to  the  Municipal  Court  in  East  Boston,  and 
from  there  to  the  Superior  Court,  but  finally  they  were 
returned  to  the  House  of  Reformation,  and  their  cases  placed 
on  file.  In  spite  of  the  efficient  help  of  employees  and 
friends  from  outside  the  fire  practically  destroyed  one-half  of 
the  north  wing  of  the  main  building. 

Superintendent  Anthony  had  been  incapacitated  for  two 
weeks  previous  to  this  date  by  a  serious  accident.  His  ill¬ 
ness  continuing,  he  resigned  in  obedience  to  his  physician’s 
orders,  on  August  26th.  Mr.  Anthony,  in  assuming  the 
position  had  brought  conscientiousness,  intelligence  and  a 
warm  sympathy  with  boys  to  his  task. 

Until  a  new  superintendent  could  be  appointed,  Mr.  Rus¬ 
sell  R.  Walton,  one  of  the  instructors,  took  charge  and  main¬ 
tained  excellent  discipline. 

On  October  1st  Mr.  Sumner  D.  Seavey,  for  many  years  an 
officer  at  the  Charlestown  State  Prison,  succeeded  to  the 
position.  Mr.  Seavey’s  long  experience  in  reformatory  work, 
together  with  a  capacity  for  good  judgment  and  a  natural 
kindness  of  heart,  makes  him  especially  qualified  for  the  task 
he  has  undertaken. 

Forty  of  the  boys  have  not  as  yet  been  under  his  direct 
control,  as  the  burning  of  the  dormitories  necessitated  their 
removal  to  Deer  Island,  where,  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Penal  Commissioner,  they  have  been  cared  for  until  repairs 
could  be  completed.  They  will  be  returned  to  Rainsford 
Island  by  the  end  of  February.  With  the  change  of  Super¬ 
intendent,  some  changes  in  teachers  and  officers  occurred. 

In  October  the  Trustees  were  permitted  to  transfer  five 
thousand  dollars  from  the  account  of  the  Parental  School 
to  Rainsford  Island.  Nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
was  granted  in  addition  for  repairs  and  rebuilding,  which 
wTere  at  once  begun.  The  Superintendent’s  house  has  now 
been  thoroughly  repaired,  painted  and  furnished  with  new 
furnaces  ;  a  separate  school-house  has  been  finished  at  the 
Point  Cottage  (partly  by  work  of  the  boys),  and  the  north 
wing  of  the  main  building  has  been  so  rebuilt  as  to  greatly 
improve  the  officers’  quarters,  the  boys’  dormitories,  the  main 
kitchen  and  the  whole  system  of  plumbing.  A  hospital  room 
for  four  beds  has  been  added,  with  a  bath-room  and  the 
doctor’s  room  adjoining.  Four  bricked  cells  (each  with  an 
outside  window)  have  been  added ;  and  general  repairs 
(including  the  laying  of  new  floors  and  the  painting  of  black¬ 
ened  walls)  have  been  made  in  the  dining-rooms,  halls  and 
old  dormitories.  The  removal  of  the  floors  of  the  upper 
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story  has  given  the  dormitories  nearly  twice  as  much  air¬ 
space  as  formerly,  and  though  too  large  a  number  of  boys 
must  be  accommodated  in  these  rooms,  the  ventilation  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  good.  It  should  be  noted  that  one  dormitory  for 
twenty-five  boys  is  without  the  increased  air-space.  Although 
the  cubic  air-space  per  boy  is  here  altogether  too  small,  the 
Trustees  can  make  no  other  arrangement  in  the  present 
building.  Their  request  for  money  to  build  two  cottages 
could  not  be  granted  in  the  fall,  and  the  appropriation  for 
rebuilding  was  much  smaller  than  the  sum  at  first  asked  for. 
The  worn-out  condition  of  these  old  buildings  has  made  it 
impossible  to  keep  within  the  appropriation  granted.  Rotten 
beams  and  falling  ceilings  had  to  be  replaced,  old  walls  and 
roofs  had  to  be  made  weather-proof,  and  after  all  is  done  the 
buildings  and  location  remain  unfit  for  a  boys’  reform  school. 
There  is  not  room  upon  the  island  to  carry  out  the  cottage 
system,  nor  for  cultivation  of  land,  nor  even  for  proper  play¬ 
grounds  for  the  boys,  who  must  play,  eat  and  sleep  in 
a  crowd.  Moreover,  the  exposed  situation  makes  the  place 
undesirable  for  boys  who  may  enter  the  institution  with  weak 
lungs. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  these  old  buildings,  isolated  on 
an  island,  have  been  lighted  with  kerosene  oil.  Impressed 
by  the  danger  of  fire,  the  Trustees  after  many  requests  ob¬ 
tained  on  March  21,  four  thousand  dollars  and  the  dynamo 
at  Long  Island  for  an  electric  light  plant.  As,  however,  the 
Trustees  of  the  Pauper  Institutions  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
dispense  with  the  dynamo,  oil  is  still  used  for  lighting  the 
building,  and  was  the  material  by  means  of  which  the  fire  was 
started.  In  a  few  weeks  it  is  hoped  that  the  electric  plant 
may  be  fully  installed,  but  even  then  there  will  remain 
danger  of  fire,  for  though  hose  and  stand-pipes  have  been 
conveniently  placed  in  and  around  the  buildings,  the  pipe 
which  conducts  the  city  water  to  the  island  is  too  small  to 
make  a  large  or  high  stream  from  the  hose  possible.  The 
Trustees  have  urged  that  a  salt-water  system  for  protection 
against  fire  should  be  inaugurated.  This  could  only  be  done 
at  a  cost  of  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Is  it  not  time  for  the 
city  to  cease  to  spend  its  money  upon  buildings  unsuited  to 
their  use,  and  to  furnish  proper  location  and  buildings  for 
its  Reform  School  for  Boys  ?  The  Trustees  earnestly  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  school  be  removed  to  a  situation  upon  the 
mainland,  with  sufficient  land  for  farming  purposes. 

Until  the  summer  vacation,  the  work  of  the  different 
departments  went  on  as  usual.  School  was  held  for  five  hours 
daily ;  one  hundred  and  eight  boys  had  lessons  in  sloyd, 
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twenty  boys  were  employed  at  printing,  twenty-eight  at 
shoemaking,  an  average  of  seven  at  sewing  and  two  at 
baking,  while  all  did  their  part  in  the  general  work  of  the 
Institution.  During  the  summer  short  lessons  in  physics, 
mechanical  drawing  and  nature  study  were  given ;  the  shoe- 
shop  was  closed,  and  the  boys  under  the  direction  of  the  sloyd 
teacher  and  carpenter  made  repairs  about  the  buildings. 
Improvements  were  also  made  in  the  roads  and  grounds;  a 
bulkhead  was  built  at  an  exposed  point ;  the  cemetery  was 
enclosed  with  a  new  fence,  neatly  painted.  After  September 
the  boys  were  employed  in  the  mornings  in  clearing  away 
debris  ;  putting  the  grounds  in  order ;  building  a  piggery, 
moving  some  old  biddings  and  converting  them  to  new 
uses.  An  extra  carpenter  was  engaged  to  assist  in  this  work, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  much  of  it  was  of  use  to  the  boys. 

From  September  18th,  when  school  was  opened,  to  January 
1st,  the  bo  vs  received  from  four  to  four  and  a  half  hours  of 
instruction  daily  in  the  afternoons  and  evenings.  In  the 
course  of  the  winter,  shoemaking  was  resumed  on  a  small 
scale,  there  being  no  great  number  of  boys  who  could  be  so 
employed. 

On  January  1st,  Mr.  Walter  J.  Phelan  was  appointed  as 
head  teacher.  Mr.  Phelan  is  a  teacher  of  experience,  and  has 
acted  as  sub-master  in  the  public  schools  of  Boston.  Since 
then  the  usual  school  hours  have  been  resumed  so  that  the 
boys  have  five  hours  school  instruction  daily,  and  are  about  to 
begin  sloyd  again  as  soon  as  the  sagging  floor  of  the  ancient 
sloyd  building  is  propped  and  levelled. 

The  boys  at  Deer  Island  have  received  three  hours  of 
school  instruction  daily  since  September  15th,  the  remainder 
of  each  day  being  spent  in  cane-seating  chairs,  or  in  assisting 
on  the  farm.  The  reports  of  the  teacher  show  a  good  aver¬ 
age  standing  in  their  studies,  and  their  general  health  and 
conduct  have  been  good. 

The  Point  Cottage. 

The  Point  Cottage  was  opened  June  12th  for  the  younger 
boys.  Twenty-six  little  fellows  between  the  ages  of  eight 
and  fourteen  were  thus  wholly  separated  from  older  boys  and 
placed  under  conditions  and  discipline  more  nearly  like  those 
of  family  life.  School  and  play  hours  are  both  passed  at  the 
point,  the  only  return  to  the  main  building  being  for  baths, 
sloyd  lessons  and  church  services.  On  these  occasion  com¬ 
munication  with  other  boys  is  not  allowed.  On  September 
18th,  the  daily  routine  of  school  was  taken  up;  the  boys 
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have  four  hours  of  sloyd  a  week,  included  in  the  five  hours 
of  school  held  daily,  in  morning  and  afternoon  sessions. 
They  seem  happy,  and  their  improvement  is  marked.  They 
respond  to  the  good  influences  about  them.  All  may  now 
make  a  forcible  comparison  at  Rainsford’s  Island  between  the 
cottage  system  and  the  congregate  system  in  Institutions  for 
boys. 

Early  in  the  year  the  buying  of  bread  was  discontinued, 
and  all  the  bread  used  henceforth  was  baked  in  the  Institu¬ 
tion.  All  have  enjoyed  this  home-made  bread.  The  bill  of 
fare  in  use  may  be  found  in  the  Appendix.1 

The  number  of  cows  has  been  increased  from  two  to  four. 
The  produce  from  the  few  acres  devoted  to  vegetables  has 
been  about  the  usual  quantity. 

An  average  of  seven  boys  and  one  seamstress  employed  in 
the  sewing-room  during  the  year,  made  1,600  garments  or 
articles  for  household  use,  and  repaired  8,600  garments,  in¬ 
cluding  stockings. 

Needs  and  Recommendations. 

(1.  )  The  first  need  of  the  House  of  Reformation  is  a 
brick  manual  training  building,  where  the  printing  shop 
and  the  work  now  done  in  two  old  wooden  buildings  which 
are  actually  falling  to  pieces,  may  be  concentrated.  The 
safety  of  the  main  building  for  dormitories  will  be  increased 
by  thus  separating  the  printing  shop  from  it. 

(2.)  Coal-sheds  and  a  coal-bunker  are  also  needed. 

(3.)  The  imperative  need  of  the  school,  however,  is  that 
it  be  moved  from  its  present  location  to  a  spot  where  build¬ 
ings  may  be  erected  on  the  cottage  system,  where  the  land  is. 
sufficient  and  suitable  for  farming  purposes. 

The  school  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  almost  every  respect  in 
its  present  location,  and  especially  so  from  the  economic 
point  of  view.  The  buildings  are  so  unfit  for  their  pur¬ 
pose  that  they  can  never  be  made  thoroughly  suitable,  and 
safety  from  fire  can  apparently  only  be  insured  by  an  expend¬ 
iture  of  $12,000  for  a  salt-water-fire  protective  system. 
The  Trustees  have  long  hoped  that  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  the  Marcella-street  Home  might  be  used  to  establish  a  new 
House  of  Reformation. 

After  a  month’s  trial  (May  18th  to  June  18th)  of  an  im¬ 
provement  long  desired  by  them  the  Trustees  made  an 
arrangement  July  1st  with  the  Pauper  Institutions  Trustees, 
by  which  Dr.  B.  F.  Worthing,  one  of  the  house  physicians 


1  Appendix,  Table  No.  15,  page  51. 
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of  the  Long  Island  Hospital,  became  physician  at  Rainsford 
Island,  spending  his  nights  there.  Since  that  date,  weekly 
reports  of  the  health  of  the  boys  have  been  rendered,  and 
physical  examinations  of  boys  have  been  made  at  the  time  of 
commitment  and  sent  to  the  Trustees.  As  in  past  years, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  Pauper  Institutions  Trustees, 
boys  needing  hospital  care  have  been  received  at  Long 
Island  Hospital.  Forty-eight  were  so  received  this  year. 
Sub-joined  is  the  report  of  the  physician.  It  is  pleasant  to 
state  that  the  boy  mentioned  as  sent  to  the  country  on 
account  of  incipient  phthisis,  is  recovering. 


REPORT  OF  THE  RESIDENT  PHYSICIAN. 


To  Sumner  D.  Seavey,  Superintendent : 

House  of  Reformation ,  Rainsford  Island ,  Boston : 

Dear  Sir,  —  On  July  1,  1899,  I  assumed  the  duties  of 
visiting  physician  to  the  institution  under  your  charge,  and 
as  such  I  herewith  submit  my  report  to  February  1,  1900. 

During  the  past  seven  months  the  general  health  of  the 
boys  has  been  good,  and  although  several  serious  cases  of 
sickness  and  accident  have  occurred  I  am  pleased  to  report 
no  fatalities.  The  usual  minor  afflictions  —  influenza,  tonsil¬ 
litis,  digestive  disturbances,  etc.  —  have  been  fairly  numerous, 
and  prior  to  the  disastrous  fire  of  August  19,  1899,  were  cared 
for  and  treated  here  at  the  dispensary.  Since  then,  owing  to 
our  inadequate  means  of  caring  for  the  sick,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  remove  all  cases  to  Long  Island  Hospital. 

Two  cases  of  incipient  phthisis  have  been  discovered  here 
during  the  past  year,  one  of  which  your  Board  of  Trustees 
very  properly  sent  into  the  country ;  the  other,  of  recent 
discovery,  the  proper  disposal  of  which  you  are  now  con¬ 
sidering. 

Several  boys  were  admitted  to  your  institution,  suffering 
with  chronic  conditions  and  malformations,  which  if  allowed 
to  remain  would  enhance  their  future  struggle  for  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  if  not  actually  endanger  their  lives.  In  order  to  obviate 
their  conditions,  surgical  interference  was  necessary.  In  each 
case  an  operation  was  performed  at  Long  Island  Hospital, 
and  I  am  glad  to  report  an  absolute  cure  in  every  instance. 

Five  serious  accidents  have  occurred,  four  fractures  and  a 
very  severe  concussion  of  the  brain,  all  of  which  tended  to  a 
perfect  recovery. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department.  13 


Following  is  the  list  of  cases  treated : 


Erysipelas  . 

1 

Chronic  ulcer 

1 

Phimosis 

2 

Lymphangitis 

2 

Palmar  wound 

2 

Ingrowing  toenails 

3 

Fractures 

4 

Necrosis  of  rib 

1 

Tonsillitis 

18 

Burn  .... 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

Inguinal  hernia 

3 

Acute  nephritis 

1 

Phthisis 

2 

Amputation  of  finger 

1 

Conjunctivitis 

8 

Adenitis 

3 

Hypertrophied  tonsil 

2 

Gastritis 

10 

Punctured  wounds 

2 

Concussion  of  brain 

1 

Ulcer  of  Cornea  . 

1 

Scalp  wound 

2 

Typhilitis 

1 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  new  dispensary  and  hospital 
room  here,  now  under  construction,  and  supplying  the  same 
with  sufficient  surgical  appliances  and  medicines,  nearly,  if 
not  all  cases  of  sickness  and  accident  can  be  well  cared  for 
and  treated  here. 

I  desire  to  express  gratitude  to  Superintendent  A.  T. 
Hopkins  of  Long  Island  Hospital,  and  to  the  medical  staff 
and  nurses  of  the  same,  for  their  kindness,  courtesy,  and  un¬ 
remitting  care  of  the  patients  under  my  charge. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  you  for  your  kindness  and 
courtesy  in  our  official  relations,  and  to  Mrs.  Seavey,  the 
officers  and  matrons  for  their  kind  and  constant  co-operation 
with  me. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  F.  Worthing,  M.D., 

Visiting  Physician. 


The  report  of  Drs.  E.  A.  Leonard  and  Evan  P.  Wentworth, 
who  have  done  the  dental  work  of  the  school,  may  be  sum¬ 
marized  as  follows  :  In  sixteen  days’  work  scattered  through 
the  year,  the  following  operations  were  performed:  197 
amalgam  fillings,  23  cement  fillings,  9  gutta  percha  fillings,  5 
nerves  capped,  49  cleaning  cases,  192  extractions,  total,  475. 


Dr.  Lancaster’s  Report. 

To  the  Trustees  for  Children  : 

I  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  work  done  for  the 
boys  at  the  House  of  Reformation  during  the  past  ten 
months.  I  have  records  of  37  examinations.  To  these 
should  be  added  half-a-dozen  re-examinations  of  which  I 
made  no  record,  as  nothing  new  was  found.  None  of  the 
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boys  were  suffering  from  any  acute  or  urgent  symptoms.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  cases  were  suffering  from  the 
.scars  of  old  injuries  or  diseases,  long  since  healed,  or  from 
imperfect  development,  or  from  chronic  incurable  degener¬ 
ation.  About  T5  per  cent,  needed  glasses,  which  were  or¬ 
dered,  not  only  for  those  who  would  be  surety  benefited  by 
them,  but  also  for  those  who  nfight  derive  benefit,  though  it 
was  doubtful  whether  they  would  or  not.  In  other  words, 
all  the  boys  who  by  any  possibility  might  be  helped  were 
given  the  chance.  A  few  of  these  were  later  advised  to  dis¬ 
card  the  glasses,  it  having  become  evident  that  they  were  of 
no  benefit. 

Some  of  the  boys  might  be  treated  by  operation  at  a  hos¬ 
pital,  but  not  safety  at  the  school.  The  following  diseases 
were  found,  but  often  several  occurred  in  one  boy,  so  that 
each  disease  does  not  necessarily  mean  a  separate  patient. 


Hypermetropia  ...........  30 

Astigmatism,  hypermetropic  ........  2 

Astigmatism,  compound  hypermetropic  ......  5 

Astigmatism,  myopic  . . 6 

Astigmatism,  compound  myopic  .......  5 

Astigmatism,  mixed  ..........  4 

Myopia . 9 

Anisometropia  ...........  10 

Asthenopia  5 

Headaches . 2 

Exophoria  . . .  1 

Photophobia . 2 

Strabismus,  internal  .  .  3 

Strabismus,  external  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

-Strabismus,  deorsumvergens . 1 

Cataract . 1 

Trachoma  ............  1 

Conjuctivitis  . . 5 

Conjuctivitis,  folliculiar  .........  1 

Lachrymal  obstruction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Panus . 1 

Amblyopia . 7 

Nystagmus . 3 

Anisocoria . 1 

Retinitis,  pigmentosa  ..........  1 

Macula  cornea  ...........  3 

Leucoma  adherens . 1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Walter  B.  Lancaster. 


The  Trustees  wish  to  express  their  gratitude  to  Rev. 
P.  II.  Brennan,  S.J.,  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Toulmin,  Mr.  Lewis 
Cohen,  and  the  teachers  of  the  Catholic  Sunday-school  for  re¬ 
ligious  services ;  to  Dr.  W.  B.  Lancaster,  for  care  of  the  boys’ 
eyes;  to  Commissioner  Marshall  for  the  care  of  forty  boys  for 
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six  months  at  Deer  Island ;  to  the  Pauper  Institutions  Trus¬ 
tees  and  their  staff  of  physicians  for  care  of  boys  at  Long 
Island  Hospital ;  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
for  monthly  deposits  of  books  for  the  boys ;  to  Captain  Samp¬ 
son,  and  crew  of  the  steamer  “  John  Howard,”  Superintendent 
Hopkins  and  various  officers  of  Long  Island,  and  others  who 
aided  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  and  to  all  others  who  have 
rendered  any  other  assistance  during  the  year. 

Report  of  Boys  on  Probation.  1 

Ninety  boys  were  released  on  probation  during  the  year, 
of  whom  two  have  died.  Of  these,  66  (or  75  per  cent.)  were 
returned  to  their  homes  (to  attend  school  or  to  go  to  work) 
and  24  (or  25  per  cent.)  were  indentured  or  boarded  in  the 
country.  A  larger  percentage  were  thus  returned  to  their 
homes  this  year  than  last.  Of  the  total  number  released 
on  probation  2.22  per  cent,  have  died,  73.33  per  cent,  are 
doing  well,  and  24.45  per  cent,  have  failed  to  do  well,  of 
whom  6.66  per  cent,  were  returned  from  probation,  and  7.77 
per  cent,  were  committed  to  other  institutions,  the  remainder 
being  still  at  large.  A  comparison  of  the  conduct  of  boys 
placed  at  home  with  that  of  boys  placed  in  the  country 
shows  that  of  the  former  25.75  per  cent,  failed  to  do  well, 
while  of  the  latter  this  is  true  of  only  20.83  per  cent. 

Our  visiting  agent  and  those  who  assist  him  have,  how¬ 
ever,  a  larger  task  than  that  of  caring  for  the  boys  released 
during  the  year.  All  boys  committed  for  minority  to  the 
House  of  Reformation  remain  in  the  care  of  the  Trustees 
after  release.  A  total  of  563  visits  upon  such  boys  have 
been  made  during  the  year,  the  average  number  of  visits 
paid  to  each  boy  being  3.6.  The  visits  to  boys  indentured 
in  the  country  are  more  frequent,  averaging  5. 

Tables  12,  13  and  14  in  the  Appendix  outline  the  condition 
of  the  probationers  as  a  whole.  Of  550  names  of  boys  re¬ 
leased  or  discharged  which  appear  on  the  books  from  May 
1, 1895,  to  date,  46  are  names  recurring  through  recommit¬ 
ment,  or  return  from  probation;  172  boys  have  been  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  care  of  the  department. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  boys  remain  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Trustees.  Of  these,  106  are  at  home  ;  54  are 
indentured  or  boarding ;  9  are  working  independently ;  2  are 
in  the  School  for  Feeble-Minded;  2  are  in  the  Parental 
School ;  3  in  the  South  Boston  House  of  Correction ;  2  have 
left  the  State ;  11  have  been  lost  sight  of  this  year  and  in 
previous  years  ;  8  are  no  longer  visited,  but  when  last  heard 
from  were  doing  well. 


T 


1  See  Appendix,  Table  5,  page  43. 
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Their  conduct  is  shown  in  Table  12  as  follows:  71.57  per 
cent,  of  all  now  on  probation  are  doing  well;  6.08  per  cent, 
are  out  of  practical  control,  being  either  out  of  the  State,  in 
hospitals  for  the  insane  or  feeble-minded,  or  no  longer 
visited.  Of  5.58  per  cent,  the  whereabouts  and  condition  are 
unknown  ;  15.73  per  cent,  are  not  doing  well,  of  whom  8.63 
per  cent,  are  still  at  large,  and  7.10  per  cent,  have  been 
in  other  penal  institutions,  or  the  Parental  School. 

The  occupations  of  130  of  the  boys  are  outlined  in  Table 
14  of  the  Appendix. 

For  boys  on  probation,  as  well  as  for  those  within  the  In¬ 
stitution,  the  need  of  right  of  transfer  to  the  Massachusetts 
Reformatory  is  felt.  When  boys  who  are  of  such  an  age 
that  it  would  be  injurious  to  keep  them  among  younger  boys 
at  the  House  of  Reformation  fall  into  bad  or  vicious  ways, 
they  soon  perceive  that  the  visiting  agent  practically  feels 
able  to  exercise  no  power  but  that  of  admonition  over  them. 
The  Trustees  do  not  anticipate  that  the  number  of  these 
transfers  need  be  large.  It  is  the  power  of  transfer  that  is 
needed. 

The  Parental  School. 

That  the  200  boys  in  this  school  are  having  good  care 
and  training  seems  to  be  shown  bv  some  facts  in  the  statis¬ 
tical  tables.1  One  death  has  occurred.  The  general  health 
of  the  boys  has,  however,  been  good,  and  they  have  as  a  rule 
gained  largely  in  weight.  The  bill  of  fare  now  in  use  is  given 
in  the  Appendix.2 

The  reports  recently  received  from  the  public  schools  re¬ 
garding  the  progress  of  the  boys  after  leaving  the  Parental 
School  seem  to  indicate  that  a  large  percentage  of  those  who 
have  been  reported  upon  are  attending  school  regularly, 
doing  fairly  well  in  conduct  and  studies,  and  in  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  maintaining  their  places  in  the  grade  to  which 
they  were  discharged,  or  even  in  some  cases,  in  a  higher 
grade.  Of  the  boys  released  on  probation  since  the  present 
Superintendent  took  charge,  only  one  has  been  returned  to  the 
school.  Of  294  boys  committed  during  his  administration 
only  11  have  been  recommitted  on  a  second  sentence. 

The  boys  have  in  general  an  air  of  health  and  content¬ 
ment,  and  the  records  of  punishments  show  that  a  fairly  mild 
discipline  is  sufficient  to  maintain  order. 

The  school  instruction  follows  in  general  the  course  in  the 
Boston  public  schools,  though  in  obedience  to  the  convic¬ 
tions  alike  of  the  Trustees,  the  Superintendent  and  the 


1  Appendix,  page  52  et  fol. 

-  Appendix,  Table  No.  26,  page  58. 
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Boston  School  Supervisor  who  visits  the  school,  the  classes 
are  kept  as  small  as  our  means  will  allow.  The  limit  of 
25  is,  however,  often  overstepped.  The  average  attendance 
in  the  school  has  shown  an  increase  of  23  for  the  past  year, 
while  nothing  has  been  done  to  relieve  the  overcrowding 
which  seemed  so  serious  a  problem  a  year  ago,  except  the 
construction  of  two  wooden  unplastered  buildings  of  a  very 
temporary  character,  which  contain  eight  school-rooms.  Con¬ 
sequently  all  the  needs  so  strongly  urged  in  the  last  annual 
report  must  be  emphasized. 

For  the  Parental  School  the  Trustees  have  asked  for 
money : 

(1)  To  grade  the  grounds. 

(2)  To  level  a  hill,  tear  down  the  stable  and  move  an 
old  wooden  building,  thus  furnishing  a  site  for  a  new  dor¬ 
mitory. 

(3)  To  build  a  new  stable  at  a  greater  distance,  together 
with  hen-houses. 

(4)  To  build  a  small  three-roomed  building  for  sloyd 
and  carpentry. 

(5)  To  connect  the  cesspools  into  which  two  buildings 
drain  with  the  Metropolitan  sewer. 

Other  urgent  needs  are  : 

(6)  The  drainage  of  the  land. 

(7)  Alteration  of  the  present  brick  central  building  to 
fit  it  for  eight  school-rooms. 

(8)  Introduction  of  shower  baths  into  the  cottages. 

(9)  Building  of  three  new  cottages  for  dormitory  pur¬ 
poses. 

(10)  An  administration  building  containing  superin¬ 
tendent’s  rooms,  offices,  storerooms,  etc.,  as  well  as  a  large 
assembly-room,  which  might  also  be  used  for  gymnastic  pur¬ 
poses.  There  is  now  no  room  in  which  all  the  boys  can  be 
assembled.  When  it  is  remembered  that  200  boys  are  now 
occupying  an  institution  built  with  sleeping  accommodations 
for  80  or  100,  these  demands  will  not  seem  excessive.  Cer¬ 
tainly  no  department  in  the  city  is  in  more  crying  need  of 
expenditure  for  buildings  than  the  Children’s  Institutions 
Department,  for  its  two  institutions. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children : 

During  the  year  just  closing  the  number  of  boys  in  the 
school  has  increased  from  1T5  to  2011;  the  average  daily 
attendance  is  198  as  against  170  for  the  year  preceding. 

As  the  statistics  which  appear  in  the  Appendix  should 
reveal  to  some  extent  at  least  the  amount  and  quality  of  the 
work  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  I  will  endeavor  to 
point  out  the  more  significant  of  the  facts  tabulated. 

Table  No.  16  2  is  interesting  chiefly  as  showing  the  steady 
growth  of  the  school.  The  figures  relating  to  release  on 
probation  and  return  therefrom  show  that  the  tendency  of 
late  has  been  to  release  fewer  boys  than  formerly.  The 
figures  also  tend  to  show  that  closer  discrimination  has  been 
exercised  than  formerly  in  this  regard,  for  of  the  84  boys 
released  since  August  1,  1898,  the  date  of  the  beginning  of 
the  present  administration,  only  one  has  been  returned,  as 
against  25  returned  of  a  total  of  120  released  in  the  two  and 
one-half  years  previous.  I  hope  and  expect  that  the  number 
of  those  who  can  be  wisely  released  will  gradually  increase. 

The  fact  that  forty  boys  were  recommitted  the  first  time, 
and  five  boys  the  second  time,  during  1899,  is  at  first 
rather  startling.  However,  of  these  45  boys,  84  of  the  40 
were  originally  committed,  and  all  of  the  five  were  both 
originally  committed  and  recommitted  the  first  time  before 
August  1,  1898.  The  percentage  of  foreign-born  boys  com¬ 
mitted  was,  for  1898,  21.9  per  cent,  and  for  1899,  19.8  per 
cent. 

Tables  18,  18 A,  and  18B3  deal  with  the  parentage  of 
boys.  Of  the  189  committed  during  1899,  17.9  per  cent, 
were  boys  both  of  whose  parents  were  born  in  the  United 
States,  55  per  cent,  were  boys  both  of  whose  parents  were 
foreign  born,  and  9.5  per  cent,  more  were  boys  one  of  whose 
parents  was  foreign  born. 

Table  18 A4  shows  that  88  per  cent,  of  boys  committed 
last  year  were  either  complete  or  half  orphans. 

An  interesting  fact  revealed  by  Table  No.  19  5  is  that  for  the 
past  four  years  the  average  age  of  boys  at  commitment  has 


xThe  201  boys  on  the  books  of  the  school  at  the  close  of  the  present  year  include, 

eight  escaped  boys.  2  Appendix,  page  52. 

3  Appendix,  page  53.  4  Appendix,  page  53.  6  Appendix,  page  54. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department.  19 

varied  only  15  days ;  77  per  cent,  of  the  boys  committed 
last  year  were  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  thirteen.  This 
is  about  the  usual  percentage  for  the  ages  indicated,  and  is 
doubtless  largely  due  to  the  school  attendance  law.  How 
much  it  may  be  due  to  the  arrangement  and  presentation  of 
the  school  work  for  the  ages  named,  and  how  much  to 
natural  tendencies  of  boys  of  the  ages  named,  time  alone 
may  tell. 

Tables  Nos.  20  and  20 A1  give  the  proportion  between  the 
total  number  of  boys  attending  grammar  and  primary  schools 
in  each  court  district,  and  the  commitments  for  truancy  from 
each  district  for  the  year  just  past.  Dorchester  has  the 
lowest  percentage  of  commitments,  followed  by  Brighton, 
West  Roxbury,  and  Charlestown,  in  order.  South  Boston, 
Roxbury  and  East  Boston  have  a  considerably  larger  per¬ 
centage  and  do  not  differ  greatly  from  one  another.  By  far 
the  largest  percentage  of  commitments  is  from  the  central 
court  district. 

Table  No.  212  shows  that  October  as  usual  led  all  the 
months  in  number  of  commitments. 

The  table  further  shows  that  more  than  half  of  the  boys 
released  during  the  past  year  were  released  during  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  choice  of  the  opening  of  the  school  year  as 
probably  the  best  time  for  releasing  boys  seems  to  have  been 
a  wise  one  —  only  one  of  those  released  having  been  returned. 

Table  No.  22  3  indicates  what  I  believe  to  be  a  correct  ten¬ 
dency,  in  that  only  26  boys  discharged  or  released  last  year 
spent  six  months  or  less  in  the  school,  as  against  48  for  the 
preceding  year,  whereas  108  spent  from  nine  to  twelve 
months,  as  against  95  for  the  preceding  year. 

If  it  is  economy  to  send  a  boy  here  at  all,  it  is  certainly 
economy  to  keep  him  here  long  enough  to  admit  of  the 
possibility  at  least  of  the  good  he  gets  becoming  permanent. 
Money  expended  for  the  very  short  terms  is  usually  wasted. 
The  table  further  shows  that  the  average  time  spent  by  boys 
sent  out  last  year  was  four  days  less  than  for  the  year  pre¬ 
ceding. 

Table  No.  28 4  showing  average  increase  in  height  and  weight 
of  boys,  should  be  compared  with  Table  No.  24  compiled  from 
Dr.  Bowditch’s  measurements  of  Boston  school  boys  of 
American  parentage.  It  should  be  remembered  in  this  con¬ 
nection  that  the  measurements  for  boys  of  American  parent¬ 
age  are  at  nearly  every  point  slightly  greater  than  those  for 
the  nationalities  which  predominate  at  the  Parental  School. 


1  Appendix,  page  54. 
3  Appendix,  page  55. 
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From  a  scientific  standpoint,  Table  No.  23  is  probably  of 
little  value.  For  the  present  purpose,  however,  it  simply 
tends  to  show  that  the  boy  who  enters  the  Parental  School 
is  usually  inferior  to  the  average  boy  of  American  parentage 
in  both  stature  and  weight,  that  his  increase  in  height  is 
almost  uniformly  slightly  less  than  that  of  the  average 
American  boy,  and  that  his  increase  in  weight  is  probably 
quite  equal  to,  if  not  in  excess  of,  the  average  American 
boy.  Of  all  the  boys  weighed,  only  three  lost  in  weight, 
and  those  only  very  slightly,  while  many,  a  few  of  which  are 
cited  in  connection  with  the  table,  made  records  of  increase 
in  weight  that  are  remarkable. 

Table  No.  25  1  marks  the  beginning  of  a  record  which,  for 
the  light  it  may  throw  upon  the  character  of  Parental  School 
work,  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped,  may  be  continued  and  per¬ 
fected.  Cards  were  recently  sent  out  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Schools  calling  for  information  from  public  school 
teachers  concerning  the  boys  who  had  been  returned  from 
the  Parental  School.  Complete  return  was  made  for  61 
boys.  The  facts  are  classified  in  Table  No.  25. 1  As  by  far 
the  largest  group  reported  is  of  those  who  left  the  Parental 
School  between  the  end  of  the  summer  term,  1899,  and 
January  1,  1900,  and  as  that  group  best  represents  the  pres¬ 
ent  work  of  the  school,  the  other  groups  are  disregarded  in 
the  following  analysis : 

Of  this  group  eighty-three  and  eight-tenths  per  cent,  were 
reported  to  be  maintaining  a  position  in  the  class  to  which 
they  were  discharged  from  the  Parental  School,  or  in  a  higher 
class.  Up  to  January  1,  1900,  62  per  cent,  had  been  inexcus¬ 
ably  absent  no  times,  and  18  per  cent,  less  than  ten  times. 
The  deportment  of  54  per  cent,  was  excellent  or  good,  and  of 
32  per  cent.  fair.  The  class  wTork  of  24  per  cent,  was  excel¬ 
lent  or  good,  and  of  40  per  cent.  fair.  Although  we  have  no 
system  of  visitation,  we  are  able  to  account  as  follows,  for  44 
of  the  62  remaining  boys  discharged  or  released  between  the 
end  of  the  summer  term,  1899,  and  January  1,  1900 :  Eigh¬ 
teen  are  at  work ;  thirteen  are  in  school,  though  not  officially 
reported  to  us  ;  one  is  excused  from  school  by  advice  of  physi¬ 
cian  ;  four  are  loafing ;  four  have  been  returned  to  this  school ; 
one  is  at  the  House  of  the  Angel  Guardian;  one  is  at  Deer 
Island ;  one  is  at  the  House  of  Reformation  ;  one  has  died. 
Thus  of  the  99  sent  out  during  the  period  named,  68  per 
cent,  are  reported  either  at  school  or  at  work,  10  per  cent, 
are  known  to  be  not  doing  well,  and  18  per  cent,  are  unac¬ 
counted  for. 


1  Appendix,  page  57. 
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School  Work. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  proceeded,  very  much  upon 
the  lines  laid  down  during  the  preceding  year.  In  its  essen¬ 
tial  features  the  course  of  study  of  the  Boston  public  schools 
is  followed.  The  boys  are  brought  into  grades  as  soon  after 
their  arrival  as  possible,  though  with  7 5  per  cent,  of  our 
pupils  coining  from  ungraded  classes,  a  grade,  always  a 
compromise,  is  even  more  of  a  compromise  here  than  in 
most  other  schools.  The  boys  in  school  to-day  are  placed  as 
follows  : 

First  year,  9;  second  year,  12 ;  third  year,  44;  fourth 
year,  20;  fifth  year,  36;  sixth  year,  34;  seventh  year,  25; 
eighth  year,  3  ;  ungraded,  18.  Of  these,  28  are  now  at  work 
in  the  ungraded  class.  As  there  is  no  fixed  point,  as  grad¬ 
ings  go,  upon  which  to  base  an  accurate  reckoning,  the 
determination  of  the  progress  in  grades  made  in  a  given  time 
is  rather  difficult.  Our  judgment,  based  upon  written  work 
that  is  saved  at  intervals,  and  upon  the  opinions  of  teachers, 
who  have  been  able  to  keep  close  watch  of  given  boys  during 
their  stay  here,  is  that,  disregarding  those  mentally  or  morally 
abnormal,  of  whom  we  have  more  than  most  schools,  boys 
here  make  progress  quite  as  rapidly  as  in  the  average  public 
school. 

The  ungraded  class  was  organized  and  recently  put  in 
operation  for  those  who,  upon  arrival,  are  found  to  be  unpre¬ 
pared  for  the  work  of  a  given  grade,  and  for  those  who  appear 
to  be  able,  with  a  little  individual  attention,  to  take  up  the 
work  of  the  grade  next  higher  than  that  in  which  they  are,  and 
for  those  unfortunates  who  flounder  and  only  succeed  in  stir¬ 
ring  up  uncertainty  in  their  own  minds,  and  the  mind  of  the 
teacher.  Perhaps  we  shall  find  that  properly  to  prosecute  the 
work  of  a  school  like  this  several  such  classes  are  necessary. 
To  yield  best  results  the  ungraded  classes  should  be  kept 
smaller  in  numbers  than  the  regular  classes.  As  time  advances, 
I  am  more  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  number  of  boys  in 
the  regular  classes  should  be  limited  to  25.  If  the  number  of 
pupils  continue  to  increase,  an  additional  teacher,  now  desir¬ 
able,  will  soon  become  a  necessity.  The  special  summer  classes 
with  new  teachers  and  popular  subjects,  as  in  the  preceding 
year,  constituted  a  feature  of  the  summer  vacation.  The  sub¬ 
jects  taught  were  nature-study,  cookery,  literature  and  mili¬ 
tary  drill.  In  nature-study,  work  was  provided  in  three  lines  : 
common  domestic  animals  and  pets ;  germination  and 
growth  of  plants,  as  exemplified  in  the  gardens  of  the  school ; 
and  a  study  of  the  characteristics  of  the  different  trees  found 
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on  the  premises.  These  lessons  were  given  always  in  the 
presence  of  the  object  studied,  either  indoors  or  outside.  In 
cookery,  the  object  was  to  teach  the  boys  the  importance  of 
sanitary  methods  in  the  preparation  of  common  articles  of 
food.  The  interest  of  boys  in  cookery  is  surprisingly  active. 
Each  boy,  when  the  course  was  over,  had  his  recipe  book  to 
carry  or  send  home  to  his  mother.  The  teacher  of  literature 
told  to  the  younger  boys  classic  tales  from  mythology  and 
fairy-lore,  while  with  the  older  boys  she  read  and  explained, 
so  far  as  explanation  was  necessary,  Scott’s  “  Lady  of  the 
Lake.”  The  younger  boys  came  to  look  forward  with  great 
eagerness  to  their  daily  stories,  and  the  older  boys  developed 
and  sustained  an  interest  in  the  reading  that  was  remarkable. 
Several  boys  have  re-read  the  “  Lady  of  the  Lake  ”  since  last 
summer. 


Manual  Training. 

In  sloyd,  the  Normal  Course,  covering  three  years’  work 
and  calling  for  the  completion  of  thirty-one  models,  and  which 
is  similar  to  the  course  pursued  in  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  years 
of  most  Boston  public  schools  where  sloyd  is  taught,  has 
been  superseded  by  the  Elementary  Course  which  calls  for 
the  completion  of  fourteen  models,  and  is  similar  to  the  6th 
year  course  of  the  public  school.  In  the  sloyd  classes  the 
work  is  all  individual  —  each  boy  making  such  advancement 
as  his  ability  and  energy  will  admit.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  sloyd  course  is  designed  primarily  for  pupils  of  the  6th 
year  or  higher  grade,  while  more  than  half  of  our  boys  are 
below  6th  year  grade,  some  modifications  have  to  be  made  in 
certain  parts  of  the  work  to  adapt  it  to  the  powers  of  the 
boys  concerned.  Some  boys  —  not  many  —  complete  the 
course  in  a  year’s  time,  a  very  few  in  less  than  a  year,  while 
practically  all  are  interested  in  their  sloyd,  and  wish  to  do 
well  in  it.  All  of  the  models  of  the  course  are  useful  and 
designed  to  draw  the  boy  closer  to  home  life.  Many  boys 
are  glad  to  spend  extra  time  to  make  something  special  for 
some  member  of  the  home  circle. 

At  this  stage  in  the  development  of  education  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  speak  of  the  value  of  manual  training  as  an 
educative  means.  In  making  a  thing  one  must  make  it 
definitely  right  or  definitely  wrong,  and  so  he  learns  precision. 
He  must  often  decide  for  himself  as  he  works,  and  so  he 
learns  to  be  self-reliant.  In  working  from  the  drawing  or 
the  model  to  his  product  he  must  focus  his  attention,  and  so 
he  gets  power  of  application.  In  expressing  himself  by 
making  things  he  cannot  dissimulate  and  so  he  learns  honesty. 
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In  this  way  manual  training  affects  intellectual  fibre  and 
makes  character.  Now  with  the  present  equipment  we  can 
give  each  boy  only  one  sloyd  lesson  per  week,  and  for  four 
classes  —  about  7 0  boys  —  we  have  been  obliged  to  reduce 
the  lesson  from  the  regular  length  of  two  hours,  to  an  hour 
and  a  half.  I  need  hardly  mention  the  unfitness  of  the  room 
we  are  obliged  to  use  for  the  sloyd.  Cold  in  winter,  and  at 
all  times  awkward  in  shape  and  too  small  in  size,  it  is  strik¬ 
ingly  unfit  for  the  use  to  which  it  is  put. 

There  is  urgent  need  of  a  manual  training  building  of 
three  main  rooms  —  two  for  sloyd  and  one  for  carpentry. 
Another  teacher  of  sloyd  and  an  instructor  in  carpentry  who 
would  make  the  ordinary  repairs  in  his  line  about  the  place 
are  much  needed.  An  instructor  in  carpentry  would,  in  my 
opinion,  save  the  school  enough  money  in  repairs  to  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  pay  his  salary. 

Physical  Training. 

The  Swedish  system  of  gymnastics  is  taught  quite  compe¬ 
tently  by  the  grade  teachers,  —  the  day’s  orders  prescribed 
for  the  various  grades  in  Boston  being  followed  by  the  cor¬ 
responding  grades  here.  This  is  very  good  as  far  as  it  goes, 
but  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  in 
many  of  the  most  progressive  institutions  in  which  reform¬ 
atory  work  is  carried  on,  increasing  attention  is  being  given 
to  the  matter  of  systematic  and  thorough  physical  training. 
The  prominence  given  to  this  training  is  not  chiefly  because 
of  its  favorable  effect  upon  the  physical  development  of  the 
subjects,  but  rather,  because  of  the  results  which  it  is  known 
to  work  upon  the  nervous  centres.  Because  it  has  been 
found  to  furnish  admirable  means  of  bringing  the  nervous 
and  muscular  systems  up  to  pitch  and  generally  arousing  and 
ventilating  the  whole  being,  systematic  physical  training 
with  suitable  appliances  has  taken  a  leading  place  among 
means  of  reform  and  education.  A  properly  equipped  gym¬ 
nasium  which  could  also  be  used  for  an  assembly  hall  consti¬ 
tutes  one  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  school. 

The  boys  of  Cottage  1,  under  the  direction  of  their  master, 
have  begun  the  cultivation  of  English  violets.  They  now 
have  several  large  beds  of  these  flowers,  which,  as  our  school 
year  closes,  are  beginning  to  blossom  luxuriantly.  The  boys 
hope  to  pick  some  for  the  market  soon,  and  so  get  money  with 
which  to  buy  sashes  for  hot-beds.  The  boys  of  Cottage  2, 
with  the  assistance  of  their  master,  have  made  some  houses 
of  fitting  size,  and  a  yard  for  their  dog,  guinea  pigs,  and 
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bantam  fowl.  It  is  my  feeling  that  these  and  similar  enter¬ 
prises  are  quite  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  and  method  which 
should  characterize  the  work  of  this  Institution.  Many 
avenues  toward  wholesome  things  should  be  opened.  Healthy 
interests  must  be  cultivated,  or  the  old  interests  will  hardly 
be  stamped  out.  I  would  hasten  the  day  when  a  truant  sent 
to  the  Parental  School  shall  find  there  so  many  wholesome 
things  appealing  to  boys  of  varying  natures  that  he  can 
hardly  fail  to  acquire  a  new  attitude  of  mind  and  a  new  pur¬ 
pose  of  life. 

Library. 

The  Parental  School,  being  a  deposit  station  of  the  Public 
Library,  has  constantly  on  hand  about  two  hundred  books. 
During  the  year  1,695  books  were  issued  to  the  boys.  The 
Henty  books  and  fairy  tales  are,  as  formerly,  most  wanted. 
In  general,  Parental  School  boys  are  not  especially  different 
from  other  boys  in  respect  to  reading. 

The  eight  school-rooms  constructed  during  the  autumn  of 
1899,  although  rough  and  temporary,  brought  us  welcome 
relief  at  several  points.  First,  a  comfortable  room  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  each  of  the  seven  classes  ;  second,  the  boys’  sitting- 
rooms  at  the  cottages  are  made  fully  available  for  social  pur¬ 
poses  ;  third,  a  large,  light,  and  cheerful  room  in  the  office 
building  takes  the  place  of  the  gloomy  bakery  as  a  dining- 
hall  for  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  boys  of  the  third  divi¬ 
sion  ;  fourth,  an  equally  large  and  pleasant  room  provides  for 
'additional  dormitory  and  sitting-room  privileges  for  the  third 
division  boys  ;  and  fifth,  the  room  formerly  used  for  a  dining¬ 
room  is  now  used  for  a  bakery  and  much  needed  store-room. 

The  five  cows,  four  of  which  were  purchased  during  the 
year,  besides  partly  providing  the  school  with  milk  at  a  net 
profit,  furnish  profitable  employment  to  the  boys  who  care 
for  them. 

The  barn  is  too  near  other  buildings,  and  inadequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  school.  A  poultry  house  would  furnish  another 
means  for  engaging  a  healthy  interest  of  the  boys  and  would 
be  practically  sure  to  make  a  profitable  return  for  the  money 
invested. 

The  Roman  Catholic  boys  attend  St.  Theresa’s  Church,  and 
the  Protestant  bovs  the  South  Evangelical  Church  of  West 
Roxbury.  Mr.  Louis  Cohen  has  continued  to  give  religious 
instruction  to  the  Hebrew  boys  during  most  of  the  year. 
The  helpful  influences  of  these  religious  agencies  are  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledged. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  medical  staff,  and  the  dentist,  Dr. 
F.  P.  Barnard,  for  valuable  services  rendered. 
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I  am  gratified  to  report  that  the  spirit  of  the  school  for  the 
past  several  months  has  been  remarkably  good.  Attempts 
to  run  away  have  been  infrequent,  there  having  been  but  five 
escapes  since  November  1.  The  conduct  of  the  boys  in  other 
respects  has  been  orderly  and  helpful.  This  fact  and  the 
favorable  reports  which  are  received  of  boys  who  have  re¬ 
turned  to  the  public  schools  furnish  the  best  kind  of  encour¬ 
agement  to  those  who  have  had  a  hand  in  producing  the 
results.  In  a  work  of  this  kind  the  best  results  are  not 
likely  to  appear  quickly.  Real  reform  is  usually  a  matter  of 
growth,  and  a  governing  factor  in  bringing  it  about  is  time. 
If  a  successful  work  is  to  be  prosecuted  in  this  school  it  will 
be  the  result,  I  fancy,  not  so  much  of  patent  devices  and 
popular  schemes,  as  of  conformity  to  approved  pedagogical 
principles  and  of  steady  adherence  to  the  real  and  the  per¬ 
manent. 

For  an  easy  success  may  we  not  be  impatient. 

Respectfully, 

B.  C.  Day, 

Superintendent. 


MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Dr.  James  S.  Stone, 

Secretary  of  the  Medical  Staff: 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  health  of  the  boys  during  the  past  year 
has  been  good. 

There  has  been  a  small  number  of  contagious  diseases,  but 
by  prompt  isolation  a  more  general  epidemic  was  prevented. 
Malaria  has  been  prevalent  during  certain  months  of  the  year. 
The  seemingly  large  number  of  gastro-intestinal  disturbances 
have  been  for  the  most  part  only  of  a  very  mild  type. 
There  has  been  one  death  from  appendicitis. 

The  following  are  the  diseases  and  surgical  cases  treated  in 
the  hospital: 


Specific  Infectious  Diseases 
Measles 
Influenza 
Erysipelas  . 

Rheumatic  fever 
Malaria 


1 

2 

1 

1 
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Diseases  of  the  Digestive 
System : 

Tonsillitis  ...  8 

Stricture  of  the  oesopha¬ 
gus  .  .  .  .  1 

Gastro-intestinal  .  .  82 

Appendicitis  .  .  1 


26 


City  Document  No.  8. 


Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
System : 

Acute  Pharyngitis  .  4 

Acute  Laryngitis  .  .  2 

Acute  Bronchitis  .  .  3 

Diseases  of  the  Skin  : 

Eczema  ...  5 

Impetigo-contagiosa  .  5 

Ring-worm  ...  3 

Urticaria  ...  2 

Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Im¬ 
paired  Vision,  examined 
and  treated  by  Dr.  William 
J.  Daly : 

Follicular  conjunctivitis,  4 

Abnormalities  found  in 
boys. 

Eyes  : 

Corneal  leukoma  .  .  1 

Dacryocystitis  .  .  2 

Vision  poor  .  .  .16 

Nose  and  Throat : 

Deviation  of  septum  nasi,  6 

Adenoids  ...  7 

Ear : 

Suppurating  otitis  .  3 

Spine : 

Scoliosis  ...  7 

Chest : 

Pigeon-breasted  .  .  4 


Phlyctenular  conjuncti¬ 
vitis  1 

Dacryocystitis  .  .  1 

Astigmatism  (refracted  and 

glasses  prescribed)  .  4 

Surgical  Cases  : 

Septic  wounds  .  .25 

Septic  burns  .  .  4 

Superficial  abscess  of 
knee  .  .  .  1 

Amputation  of  fingers  .  1 

Fracture  of  radius  .  1 

Appendicitis  .  .  1 

Inguinal  hernia1  .  .  1 


Heart : 

Organic  murmurs  .  .  8 

Functional  murmurs  .  9 

Abdomen  : 

Enlarged  spleen  .  .  1 

Genital  organs  : 

Phimosis  .  .  .15 

Inguinal  hernia  .  .  2 

Undescended  testicle  .  4 

Hydrocele  ...  2 

Limbs  : 

Amputated  leg  .  .  1 

Bow-legs  ...  2 

Knock-knee ...  5 

Flat  feet  ...  3 


the  physical  examination  of  190 


Medical  Staff. 

Visiting  Physicians. — Dr.  Francis  P.  Denny,  Dr.  C.  F. 
Moulton,  Dr.  Richard  E.  Edes,  Dr.  James  S.  Stone. 
Opthalmologist. — Dr.  William  J.  Daly. 

Aurist.  —  Dr.  H.  B.  Stevens. 

Dermatologist. — -Dr.  C.  Morton  Smith. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  Sleeper, 

House  Officer. 

Parental  School,  West  Roxbury,  February  1,  1900. 


1  Admitted  to  Boston  City  Hospital  for  operation. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


27 


The  following  gifts  from  friends  of  the  school  are  gratefully 
acknowledged.  (The  pictures  and  casts  are  given  on  the  condition 
that  they  shall  not  be  removed  from  the  school- rooms  of  the 
Parental  School.) 

Large-sized  photographs  and  reproductions,  framed  : 


The  Fighting  Temeraire, 
Turner. 

The  Shepherdess,  Le  Rolle. 
The  Gleaners,  Millet. 
Madonna,  Sistine,  Raphael. 
Niagra  Falls,  Photograph. 
Madeline  Cathedral,  Photo¬ 
graph. 

York  Cathedral,  Photograph. 
National  Types,  Photograph. 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Leading  the  Horses. 

Desert  Scene. 

Sir  Galahad. 

St.  George  and  the  Dragon. 
The  seasons  (four  pictures). 
Indian  Types  (eight  pic¬ 
tures)  . 


Roses,  Water-color,  repro¬ 
duction,  Ross  Turner. 

Chrysanthemums,  Water-col¬ 
or,  reproduction. 

Waterview,  Water-color,  re¬ 
production. 

Casts  : 

Lion,  walking,  Barye. 

Tiger,  Gardit. 

Young  Augustus. 

Madonna  and  Child  (Bas- 
relief),  Donatello. 

Baby,  Bambino,  Robbia. 

Chariot,  Thorwaldsen. 

Winged  Victory  (Greek). 


A  large  number  of  magazines  and  picture  books. 
Five  bird-charts  for  the  school. 

Twenty-eight  potted  plants  for  the  school-rooms. 
One  puppy,  —  Boston  terrier. 

Several  small  donations  of  money  for  holiday  use. 


Placing-Out  and  Office  Division.1 

The  Marcella-street  Home  having  been  finally  closed  in 
November,  1898,  all  neglected  or  dependent  children  received 
during  the  past  year  (except  the  few  placed  in  hospitals  or 
schools  for  the  defective)  have  been  placed  directly  in 
families.  The  plan  has  been  eminently  successful.  Care  is 
taken  to  have  a  few  homes  near  at  hand,  each  of  which  can 
accommodate  four  or  five  children  needing  training,  special 
care  or  medical  treatment.  Any  child  for  whom  it  seems 
best  can  thus  be  kept  under  close  observation  after  admis¬ 
sion,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  before  being  placed  in  the 
family  selected  for  it.  The  Trustees  feel  no  doubt  that  the 
children  are  not  only  healthier,  but  also  happier  in  their 
present  life  in  families  than  were  the  inmates  of  the  Marcella- 
street  Home.  They  certainly,  too,  have  more  opportunity  to 
develop  their  individual  powers. 


1  See  Appendix,  page  60  et  foil. 
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It  continues  to  be  the  policy  and  desire  of  the  Trustees  to 
place  children,  whenever  possible,  in  families  of  the  same 
religious  faith  as  their  parents. 

The  work  of  this  division  has  as  usual  been  done  with  care 
and  faithfulness.  The  statistical  tables  in  the  Appendix 
serve  as  a  record  of  the  work  done,  and  are  worthy  of  com¬ 
ment. 

The  table  upon  investigation  shows  that  no  child  was 
admitted  to  the  department,  or  placed  in  any  family,  or 
released  or  discharged  from  the  care  of  the  Trustees,  without 
a  personal  visit  to  the  home  of  its  parents,  or  to  the  country 
home  under  consideration.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  rule 
were  where  children  received  were  committed  by  the  courts, 
or  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  fixed  sentences. 

There  were  514  applications  for  admission  of  dependent 
children  during  the  year,  a  slight  decrease  from  last  year’s 
number.  A  larger  proportion  proved,  however,  to  have  no 
settlement  in  the  city.  Of  the  246  having  settlement,  44 
per  cent,  were  admitted  to  the  care  of  the  department,  as 
against  69  per  cent,  last  year.  Undoubtedly  the  percentage 
was  much  higher  in  the  years  preceding,  when  little  inquiry 
was  made.  Perhaps  no  more  important  work  is  now  done  in 
this  department  than  the  careful  investigation  which  leads  to 
this  decrease  in  admissions.  Few  of  these  applicants  have 
been  refused  outright ;  for  many,  careful  advice  has  sufficed. 
Of  the  138  not  admitted,  33  were  sent  to  private  societies  or 
hospitals  ;  for  one,  application  was  made  to  the  School  for 
Feeble-Minded.  The  disposal  of  fifty  cases  (taken  as  speci¬ 
mens)  was  as  follows :  Relatives  were  found  who  were  able 
and  willing  to  care  for  tw^enty-five  children ;  the  fathers  of 
seven  children,  and  the  mother  of  one  were  induced  or  en¬ 
abled  to  return  to  their  families  and  support  them  ;  work,  or 
a  home  and  work,  or  a  cheaper  tenement  and  promise  of  work 
were  found  for  the  parents  of  12  children;  one  infant  was 
sent  with  its  mother  to  the  Boston  Almshouse ;  the  mothers 
of  3  illegitimate  children  withdrew  their  applications  when 
investigation  was  suggested.  One  child,  needing  care  and 
not  support  was  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital,  where  the 
mother  was  made  happy  by  the  possibility  of  visiting  it  fre¬ 
quently.  Of  the  children  not  admitted  35  were  under  3 
years  of  age.  The  total  number  of  children  under  3  years  of 
age  admitted  was  also  35,  of  whom  4  were  neglected  children. 

To  the  108  dependent  children  admitted  during  the  year, 
must  be  added  30  neglected  children  committed  by  the  courts. 
The  neglected  children  are  thus  21.73  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
For  each  class  the  number  of  boys  is  larger  than  the  number 
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of  girls.  Only  3.6  per  cent,  of  all  the  children  admitted  were 
of  foreign  birth,  but  of  their  fathers,  42  per  cent,  were  known 
to  be  of  foreign  birth,  while  of  nearly  one-quarter,  the  birth¬ 
place  was  unknown.  From  inquiries  concerning  home  and 
family  conditions  the  following  facts,  among  others,  were 
gathered. 

Of  the  dependent  children  46.28  per  cent,  had  only  one 
parent  or  none  to  care  for  them,  while  in  addition  the  parents 
of  18.51  per  cent.,  though  living,  were  separated.  A  few  had 
step-parents.  The  mothers  or  fathers  or  both  parents  of 
43.50  per  cent,  were  sick  or  disabled.  The  head  of  the 
family  was,  in  the  case  of  10.18  per  cent.,  out  of  work.  A 
large  number  of  these  families  had  received  charitable  aid. 
Sickness,  death,  or  lack  of  work  thus  contributed  to  the  mis¬ 
fortunes  of  many.  Less  frequent  causes  were  intemperance 
and  crime.  One  or  both  parents  of  18.50  per  cent,  were  in¬ 
temperate  ;  members  of  the  families  of  14.81  per  cent,  had 
been  arrested. 

Turning  to  the  neglected  children  we  find  that  so  many 
as  63.3  per  cent,  had  only  one  parent,  or  none  to  care  for  them, 
while  in  addition  the  parents  of  6.66  per  cent.,  though  living, 
were  separated.  The  percentage  of  those  having  step-parents 
was  so  large  as  20  percent.  The  percentages  of  parents  sick 
or  disabled  (no  fathers  are  so  recorded)  of  those  out  of  work,  or 
receiving  charitable  aid,  are  decidedly  less  than  for  the  de¬ 
pendent  children.  On  the  other  hand,  66.66  per  cent,  of 
the  children  had  one  intemperate  parent;  of  13.33  per  cent, 
both  parents  were  intemperate ;  and  members  of  the  families 
of  30  per  cent,  had  been  arrested. 

Discharges. 

The  number  of  children  discharged  during  the  year  is 
233,  or  94  more  than  the  number  admitted.  A  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  those  discharged  from  indenture  (96  out  of  125) 
reached  majority. 

An  inquiry  has  been  made  into  the  present  condition  of 
47  of  the  children  discharged  from  board  during  the  year. 
Of  these  35  were  found  to  be  happy  and  doing  well  at  home  ; 
one  had  been  married,  one  had  been  with  her  mother  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  and  is  now  in  an  institution,  and 
homesick  for  her  country  friends  ;  and  10  had  fallen  into 
misfortune  again.  Of  these  8  had  been  taken  by  the  Society 
for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  and  placed  5  in  the 
care  of  the  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Children,  and 
3  in  the  care  of  the  State.  The  2  children  remaining  are 
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with  relatives  in  the  country,  their  home  having  been  broken 
up.  Of  these  ten,  5  were  neglected  children,  whose  parents 
failed  to  do  well. 

In  all,  four  neglected  children  have  been  discharged  this 
year  whose  parents  are  doing  well. 

Investigations  were  made  of  36  homes  of  children  who 
had  been  in  the  charge  of  the  department  two  years  or  over, 
to  see  if  any  parents  had  become  able  to  receive  their  chil¬ 
dren.  As  a  result,  five  children  were  discharged. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  a  total  of  928  chil¬ 
dren  in  charge  of  this  division,  of  whom  seven  were  on  proba¬ 
tion  in  their  own  homes,  1561  in  institutions  not  in  the  care 
of  the  Trustees,  and  765  placed  in  families. 

Of  the  children  placed  in  families,  94  were  5  years  of  age 
and  under,  490  were  between  5  and  15,  and  181  were  over 
15  years  of  age.  The  339  in  free  homes  naturally  include 
the  older  children,  while  the  426  at  board  are  the  younger 
group,  the  greater  number  being  under  12.  Older  children 
are  placed  at  board  only  if  peculiar,  or  mentally  or  physically 
defective  or  ill,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  place  children, 
when  possible,  in  free  homes.  Sixty-one  were  so  indentured 
for  the  first  time  this  year;  in  the  meantime,  33  with  whom 
the  trial  had  been  made  had  to  be  returned  to  boarding 
homes.  Other  transfers  from  one  home  to  another  were 
made  (such  transfers  being  necessary  in  order  to  find  the 
home  and  family  best  suited  to  each  child).  Few  of  the 
boarded  children  are  placed  outside  of  Massachusetts.  In  a 
few  towns  near  at  hand  a  large  number  of  young  or  delicate 
children  are  gathered,  so  that  they  may  be  more  frequently 
visited,  but  with  this  exception  we  endeavor  to  place  only  a 
small  number  in  any  one  town.  This  year  the  average 
number  placed  in  one  town  is  four.  The  indentured  chil¬ 
dren  are  more  widely  scattered,  being  placed  in  more  towns 
and  in  different  States  ;  the  greater  number,  however,  are 
still  in  Massachusetts;  the  average  number  in  a  town  is  2.6. 
A  larger  number  are  indentured  in  the  suburban  parts  of 
Boston  than  in  any  other  one  town.  An  effort  is  made  to 
place  not  more  than  two  children,  who  are  not  related,  in  a 
family.  Little  sisters  and  brothers,  however,  share  seventeen 
homes  in  groups  of  3  or  4.  There  are  fifteen  homes  containing 
each  three  or  more  children  who  are  not  related ;  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  several  of  these  are  special  homes  for  children  need¬ 
ing  treatment  at  hospitals,  or  special  care  or  training,  while 
two  are  temporary  homes.  These  being  subtracted,  there  re¬ 
main  4  other  homes  containing  4  children. 


1  For  94  of  these  board  is  paid. 
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We  seek  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  re¬ 
garding  school  attendance.  Visitors  make  inquiries  of  the 
teachers,  who  also  fill  out  and  send  school  reports  to  the 
Trustees.  A  larger  number  of  children  naturally  were  in 
charge  throughout  the  whole  year  than  at  any  given  moment. 
Of  the  whole  number  in  charge  only  22  children  of  the  pre¬ 
scribed  school  age  are  reported  as  not  attending  school.  One 
of  these  was  transitional,  7  were  considered  mentally  unfit,  and 
14  physically  unfit.  Of  those  considered  unfit,  7  have  since 
been  transferred  to  the  care  of  other  institutions.  Besides 
those. of  the  prescribed  age,  56  children  over  14  years  have  at¬ 
tended  school  regularly. 

A  total  of  5,298  visits  have  been  made  by  agents  of  the 
departments  upon  children,  or  an  average  of  5  upon  every 
child  who  has  been  at  any  time  during  the  year  in  the  care 
of  this  division.  The  boarded  children  are,  however,  visited 
about  twice  as  often  as  the  indentured  children  (those  under 
3  years  of  age,  in  especial,  receiving  frequent  visits).  The 
average  number,  above,  therefore,  is  low  for  the  boarded, 
and  high  for  the  indentured  children.  The  Trustees  have 
also  visited  a  number  of  the  placed-out  children  during  the 
year  in  various  localities. 

The  general  health  of  the  children  has  been  good ;  most  of 
those  needing  medical  care  have  been  visited  by  local  physi¬ 
cians  ;  86  have,  however,  been  brought  to  the  city  for 
treatment. 

Table  No.  47  1  shows  how  the  156  children  in  other  insti¬ 
tutions  are  distributed.  Almost  all  of  these  are  either  in  hos¬ 
pitals  or  institutions  for  defectives. 

Christmas  presents  were  sent  to  all  the  children  of  this 
department. 

Subjoined  is  the  report  of  the  general  agent  of  this  division, 
to  whom,  together  with  his  subordinates,  is  due  this  detailed 
knowledge  and  care. 


1  See  Appendix,  page  70. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  THE 
OFFICE  AND  PLACING-OUT  DIVISION  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDING  JANUARY  31,  1900. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Office  and  Placing-Out  Division  for  the  year  ending  January 
31,  1900. 

The  principal  duty  of  ’this  division  is  to  take  charge  of 
the  dependent  and  neglected  children  committed  to  your  care 
and,  if  eligible,  to  place  them  directly  in  private  families  at 
board,  on  indenture,  or  for  adoption. 

Homes  eoe  Childben. 

No  work  connected  with  the  department  requires  better 
judgment  or  is  of  greater  importance  than  that  of  providing 
proper  boarding  or  free  homes  for  children.  The  number 
of  suitable  places  found  usually  exceeds  the  number  of 
children  waiting.  As  a  rule  not  more  than  two  children  are 
placed  in  a  family  to  board.  The  fitness  of  any  family  for 
the  home  of  a  child,  especially  for  any  particular  child,  or 
the  suitableness  of  a  child  for  the  family  cannot  be  determined 
except  by  trial ;  but  care  and  thoroughness  in  examining 
places  which  offer,  generally  secure  good  homes. 

The  influence  of  home  life  upon  the  children  boarded  in 
families  is  noticeable ;  they  improve  both  morally  and  physi¬ 
cally,  and  are  better  fitted  to  combat  with  the  world  than  are 
children  crowded  together  in  an  institution. 

Another  advantage  is  the  attachment  Avhich  arises  between 
the  children  and  the  families  with  whom  they  are  boarding. 
We  have  many  cases  where  board  has  been  paid  but  a  few 
months,  when  they  are  taken  on  indenture,  or  occasionally,  if 
eligible,  for  adoption. 

Children  requiring  special  treatment  because  defective  in 
body  or  mind  are  placed  in  suitable  hospitals  or  institutions. 

Visits. 

Visiting  the  children  is  a  work  which  must  be  handled 
with  much  tact.  In  ascertaining  the  condition  of  a  child 
the  feelings  of  both  family  and  child  must  be  considered, 
and  the  information  must  be  gained  as  unobtrusively  as  pos¬ 
sible. 
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The  first  visit  to  a  child  is  rarely  satisfactory,  as  being 
unfamiliar  with  his  surroundings  he  is  apt  to  be  on  his  best 
behavior ;  usually  his  true  disposition,  either  for  good  or 
evil,  is  learned  during  later  visits.  The  treatment  the  child 
receives  at  the  hands  of  the  family  in  whose  charge  he  is 
may  not  be  satisfactory,  hence  the  need  of  constant  watch¬ 
fulness  and  care  of  these  wards  of  the  city.  Adjusting 
cases  where  dissatisfaction  has  arisen  on  either  side  is  a 
frequent  duty.  Conference  and  advice  are  often  sufficient 
to  remove  difficulties  and  few  complaints  of  ill-treatment 
have  arisen.  Whenever  any  such  have  been  brought  to 
our  notice,  whether  by  anonymous  letters  or  otherwise,  they 
have  been  promptly  and  thoroughly  investigated.  The  chil¬ 
dren  visited  during  the  year,  have  been  found  with  few 
exceptions,  to  be  in  good  homes,  where  they  live  a  free, 
healthy,  out-of-door  life,  and  are  trained  for  lives  of  self- 
support  and  usefulness. 

General  Health. 

The  health  of  the  indentured  children  has  been  remarkably 
good,  only  one  death  occurring  since  my  last  report. 

Of  the  children  boarding  12  deaths  have  occurred ;  7  of 
these  came  to  us  in  a  very  delicate  and  neglected  condition. 

Investigations  of  Applicants  for  Admission. 

The  small  number  of  children  of  the  dependent  class 
admitted  to  our  care  during  the  past  year  is  in  a  great 
measure  due  to  thoroughness  in  investigating  cases  before 
receiving  them,  and  to  pains  taken  to  suggest  or  discover 
other  assistance. 

In  emergency  cases  children  are  sent  to  the  temporary 
home  pending  the  result  of  the  visitor’s  report. 

Many  more  of  these  children  would  become  wards  of  the 
city  were  it  not  for  the  interest  taken  in  them  by  various 
charitable  and  religious  organizations.  Among  societies  to 
which  applicants  have  been  referred  are  the  Boston  Children’s 
Aid  Society,  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  the  Home 
for  Destitute  Catholic  Children,  the  Home  of  the  Angel 
Guardian,  the  Federation  of  Jewish  Charities,  the  Associated 
Charities,  the  Children’s  Mission  and  many  others. 

Release. 

Applications  for  release  usually  proceed  from  parents  ; 
those  for  indenture  are  from  those  who  want  service  and 
those  for  adoption  from  those  who  are  childless. 
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Whenever  applications  have  been  made  for  the  release  of 
truants,  or  for  the  release,  indenture  or  adoption  of  juvenile 
offenders,  or  neglected  or  dependent  children  in  the  care  of 
the  Board,  the  investigation  of  the  character  of  the  applicant 
and  home,  which  is  the  requirement  of  your  Board,  has  been 
made. 

Probationers  for  the  House  oe  Reformation. 

We  have  experienced  no  difficulty  in  procuring  homes  in 
the  country  for  boys  from  the  House  of  Reformation  who 
have  reached  the  Honor  Grade  and  are  eligible  for  release  on 
probation,  but  whom  it  is  thought  best  not  to  return  to  their 
own  homes.  To  place  and  visit  such  boys  is  a  part  of  the 
work  of  this  department. 

Conclusion. 

The  business  of  the  office  is  one  of  detail,  each  case  re¬ 
quiring  personal  attention.  The  daily  work  includes  corre¬ 
spondence,  the  making  of  permanent  records  of  each  ward  of 
the  city,  writing  statements  of  investigations  for  the  release 
or  admission  of  children,  preparing  reports,  hearing  state¬ 
ments  of  persons  who  come  to  the  office  to  procure  or  dispose 
of  children,  providing  and  sending  clothing  to  children 
placed  at  board,  and  accompanying  children  to  and  from  the 
country. 

The  correspondence  for  the  year  was  7,800  communica¬ 
tions  received,  and  8,950  sent. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  office  force  during  the 
year  except  through  the  resignation  of  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Leavitt,  who  accepted  the  position  of  Superintendent  at  the 
Maine  State  Industrial  School  for  Girls  in  January,  1900. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Trustees,  and  for  your 
kindness  and  confidence  I  am  sincerely  grateful. 

John  E.  McCarthy, 

General  Agent. 
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APPENDIX. 


GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLE  NO.  1. 

Comparisons  of  Admission ,  including  Court  Commitments  for  the  past 

Five  Years. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Truants. 

Juvenile 

Offenders. 

Total. 

1895 . 

232 

24 

140 

93 

489 

1896 . 

275 

29 

167 

75 

546 

1897 . 

259 

28 

167 

93 

647 

1898 . 

187 

37 

189 

126 

539 

1899 . 

108 

30 

189 

113 

440 

TABLE  NO.  1A. 

Total  in  Charge  by  Classes  and  Present  Placing  for  the  Years  1898  and 

1899. 


Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  : 

Boarding . 

In  free  homes,  directly  in  our  care. . . . 

In  other  institutions . 

Released  to  homes  on  probation . 


471 

374 

171 

7 


46.04 

36.56 

16.71 

.69 


Truants : 

1  In  Parental  School 


1,023 

176 


69.36 

11.93 


426 

339 

156 

7 


45.91 

36.53 

16.81 

.75 


928  63.61 
201  13.77 


Juvenile  Offenders  : 

In  House  of  Reformation . 

Runaways . 

Indentured  in  free  homes, on  probation 

Boarding  on  probation .  . . 

Released  to  relatives  on  probation .... 

In  House  of  Angel  Guardian . 

Lost  sight  of . 

Doing  for  themselves . 


126 

12 

31 


45.65 

4.35 

11.23 


83 

1 

17 

6 


30.07 

.36 

6.16 

2.17 


Other  Penal  Institutions. 
School  for  Feeble-Minded 

Left  the  State . 

Visits  discontinued . 


Total 


Grand  total 


1 


123 

12 

52 

2 

106 

11 

9 


37.27 

3.67 

15.76 

.60 

32.12 

3.33 

2.72 


276 


,475 


18.21 


.91 

.60 

.60 

2.42 


330 


1,459 


22.62 


1Two  boys  now  in  the  Parental  School  are  on  probation  from  the  House  of 
Reformation. 


36 


City  Document  No.  8. 


TABLE  NO.  IB. 


Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  in  Charge  at  end  of  Year  1899. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Total. 

Boarding . 

343 

83 

426 

Indentured . 

177 

162 

339 

Other  institutions . 

143 

13 

156 

Home  on  probation . 

7 

7 

Total . 

663 

265 

928 

TABLE  NO.  2. 

Total  and  Average  Expenses  of  the  whole  Department. 


Free  Homes  . 

372 

Boarding 

440 

In  institutions 

182 

House  of  Reformation 

129 

On  Probation  . 

132 

Parental  School 

194 

Total  average  of  children  in  care  of  the  department 


1,449 


TABLE  NO.  2A  . 

Total  Cost  of  the  Three  Divisions. 

Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  . 

Parental  School  ...... 

House  of  Reformation  ..... 


$85,300  00 
37,062  83 
33,463  46 


Total  ........  $155,826  29 

Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number  of 

children  under  our  care  for  the  year  .  .  .  $107  54 

Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number  of 
#  children  under  our  care  per  week  ...  $2  07 

Marcella-street  Home. 

Cost  of  protecting  and  keeping  in  order  for  Mar¬ 
cella-street  Home  ......  $1,343  59 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


37 


TABLE  NO.  2B. 

Office  Expenses. 

Salaries  ........  $9,854  86 

Furniture  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  189  39 

Printing .  100  53 

Advertising  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64  36 

Stationery  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  196  00 

Postage  ........  324  19 

Repairs  and  office  expenses  .  .  .  .  .  362  07 

Telephone  ........  259  97 


$11,351  37 

Printing  done  by  House  of  Reformation  .  .  320  25 


Total  ........  $11,671  62 

Of  the  above  amount  it  has  been  roughly  estimated  that  $9,000 
has  been  expended  on  work  for  the  Placing-Out  Division,  and 
the  remaining  $2,671.62  on  work  for  the  Parental  School  and 
House  of  Reformation  and  probationers  from  the  latter. 


TABLE  NO.  2  C . 


Placing-Out  Division. 

Board  of  children  ...... 

Board  of  children  at  Massachusetts  School  for 
Feeble-Minded,  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Hospital  for  Consumptives,  Almshouse, 
etc.  (average  number  during  year,  56  children), 

Board  of  children  at  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children 
(average  number  during  year,  15  children) 

Clothing  ........ 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies  .... 

Entertainment  of  children 

Library  and  school  supplies  .  .  .  .  . 

Tuition  ........ 

Rent,  Charles-river  estate  ...... 

Transportation,  visitation  travelling  expenses 

Freight  ........ 

Burials  ........ 

Legal  expenses,  account  of  adoption  of  children,  etc., 

Total  ........ 

Clothing  sent  to  Parental  School  during 

the  year  ......  $74  25 

Clothing  sent  to  House  of  Reformation 

during  the  year  .  .  .  .  74  25 


$49,116  09 


10,080  78 

2,632  73 
4,236  85 
1,627  37 
124  57 
58  79 
48  50 
90  00 
5,242  85 
459  41 
56  00 
174  69 


$73,948  63 


148  50 


$73,800  13 

Shoes  received  from  House  of  Reformation  .  .  86  80 


$73,886  93 
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TABLE  NO.  2D. 

Expenditures  of  Placing-Out  Division  .  .  .  $73,886  93 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  expended 

on  this  division  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  9,000  00 

$82,886  93 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  Massachu¬ 
setts  School  for  Feeble-Minded,  and 
other  institutions  .  .  .  $10,080  78 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  Hospital 

Cottages  for  Children  .  .  .  2,632  73 

-  12,713  51 

Nel  expenditures  for  children  in  homes  (free  and 

boarding)  .......  $70,173  42 


TABLE  NO.  2  E . 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  placed  out  in  families,  the 
average  number  boarded  during  the  year  was  440. 1 

The  average  number  of  children  on  indenture  in  free  homes 
during  the  year  was  372,  for  whom  the  only  expense  was  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  transportation,  of  the  visitation,  of  office  expenses 
and  a  few  other  small  items. 

The  average  number  of  children  in  country  homes  (both  free 
homes  and  boarding  homes)  was  812. 

The  cost  of  medical  care  for  the  whole  number  was, 

The  cost  of  transportation  for  the  whole  number 

was  ........ 

The  cost  of  board  for  the  whole  number  was 
The  cost  of  clothing  for  the  whole  number  was 


$1,627  37 

5,242  85 
49,116  09 
4,236  85 


$60,223  16 


Per  capita  expense  of  children  placed  in  families, 

including  these  heads  .  .  .  .  .  $73  16 


Average  Cost ,  including  Office  Expenses. 

Total  expenditures  for  children  in  families 
Per  capita  total  expense  of  children  in  families 


$70,173  42 
$86  42 


1  Of  the  average  number  boarded  during  the  year  (440) : 

The  average  cost  of  board  per  capita  was  .  $11163 

The  average  cost  of  clothing  per  capita  was  .  .  .  •  10  90 

The  average  cost  of  medical  care  per  capita  was  .  .  3  70 


*  $126  23 

This  does  not  include  a  proportion  of  the  office  expenses  or  cost  of  transportation, 
which  could  not  be  accurately  divided. 

In  last  year’s  report  the  average  cost  of  board  per  capita  was  put  at  $98.64.  It 
should  properly  be  $105.12  The  mistake  arose  from  counting  the  children  in  charge 
from  February  to  February,  while  the  cost  was  based  on  the  bills  from  December  to 
December. 

As  we  have  this  year  paid  board  in  families  for  all  defective  and  crippled  children 
formerly  in  the  Marcella-street  Home  (and  for  these  we  are  obliged  to  pay  more  than 
for  ordinary  children),  this  year’s  figures  probably  show  more  truly  than  last  year’s 
the  cost  of  the  system  of  placing  out. 


TABLE  NO.  2  F . 


Parental  School . 

.196 

$1,095 

.473 

.734 

.211 

.074 

.323 

.005 

,037 

.067 

.206 

129 

085 

018 

011 

mn 

House  of  Reformation . 

.246 

$1,231 

.482 

$1,543 

.188 

.074 

.474 

.013 

.024 

.093 

.010 

.102 

.132 

.030 

.012 

.016 

.266 

.052 

*  $4,988 

iThis  table  is  made  tip  from  the  hills  in  the  City  Auditor’s  office.  No  account  is  made  of  the  expenses  of  the  office  in  Boston;  this  amount  is  estimated  at  $1,000  for  the  Parental  School,  and  at  $671.72  for  the  House  of 
Reformation.  The  table  also  takes  no  account  of  an  unpaid  balance  of  $1,361.59  due  the  Parental  School  from  the  House  of  Reformation. 

The  Parental  School  owes  the  House  of  Reformation  $665.80  for  printing  and  boots,  and  the  House  of  Reformation  owes  the  Parental  School  $2,027.39  for  laundry  work. 

In  estimating  the  average  per  capita  cost  of  the  Institutions  on  page  3  of  the  text  these  items  are  included,  making  the  total  cost  of  the  Parental  School  $36,701.24  or  $3.60  per  week  for  each  boy,  and  of  the  House  of 
Reformation  $35,496.77  or  $5.29  for  each  boy.  Besides  this,  $1,000  was  the  estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  paid  for  the  boys  placed  on  probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation. 
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TABLE  NO.  3. 

Inventory  and  Appraisal  of  Real  and  Personal  Estate ,  Jan.  31,  1900. 
Parental  School,  West  Roxbury  : 


Laud  ......  $18,000  00  * 

Buildings  .....  83,000  00 


Mechanical  fixtures 

•  • 

$101,000 

100 

00 

00 

Furniture  and  household  goods 

•  • 

1,409 

05 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods  . 

•  • 

2,754 

82 

Provisions  and  groceries 

•  • 

169 

77 

Soap  and  laundry  equipment  and  supplies 

578 

18 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies 

• 

50 

00 

Stationery  and  books  . 

•  • 

20 

00 

School  equipment 

•  • 

931 

16 

Sloyd,  equipment  and  supplies 

•  • 

379 

39 

Engineering  Department,  tools  and  supplies  . 

215 

40 

Fire  equipment  .... 

•  • 

150 

00 

Agricultural  Department,  stock, 
tools  ..... 

wagons 

•  • 

and 

1,306 

30 

Farm  products  .  . 

•  • 

16 

00 

Oils  ...... 

•  • 

30 

50 

Coal  ...... 

•  • 

593 

00 

$109,703  57 


House  of  Reformation,  Rainsford  Island. 

Land  ....*.  $20,000  00 

Buildings  .....  43,000  00 


$63,000 

00 

Mechanical  fixtures  ...... 

154 

80 

Furniture  and  household  goods  .... 

1,474 

64 

Chapel  furnishings  ...... 

691 

71 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods  .... 

1,792 

01 

Provisions  and  groceries  ..... 

327 

30 

Soap  and  laundry  supplies  ..... 

41 

68 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies  .... 

8 

99 

Stationery  and  books  ...... 

59 

71 

School  equipment  ...... 

550 

00 

Sloyd,  equipment  and  supplies  .... 

316 

82 

Engineering  Department,  tools  and  supplies  . 

66 

54 

Printing  Department,  equipment  and  supplies 

2,107 

86 

Carpenter’s  shop,  equipment  and  supplies 

248 

20 

Blacksmith’s  shop,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

49 

01 

Shoe  shop  equipment  ...... 

3,549 

66 

Agricultural  Department,  stock,  wagons,  tools,  etc. 

997 

76 

Farm  products  ...*... 

107 

50 

Carried  forward. 

$75,544 

19 

40 
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Brought  forward , 
Fire  equipment 
Oil  . 

Coal  . 

Band  instruments 


$75,544  19 
249  75 
8  19 
527  00 
50  00 


$76,379  13 


Supplies  from  Summer  Hospital  Equipment. 

Furniture  and  household  supplies  .  .  .  $150  00 

Clothing,  bedding,  etc.  .....  600  00 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies  .  .  .  .  10  00 


$760  00 

Marcell  a-street  Home. 

Land  .....  $135,300  00 

Buildings  .....  75,000  00 

- $210,300  00 

Furnishings,  dry  goods,  etc.,  miscellaneous  .  .  700  00 


$211,000  00 


Office  of  the  Trustees  and  Placing-Out  Department. 


Furniture,  etc. 

Stationery  and  office  supplies 
Clothing  and  dry  goods 


$967  00 
250  00 
1,018  20 


$2,235  20 
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TABLE  NO.  4  A. 

Total  number  in  the  House  of  Reformation  at 
the  beginning  of  years  (including  runaways) 
1898  and  1899  . 

Total  number  committed  .  .  .  .  . 

Total  number  during  each  year 
Total  number  discharged  . 


159  143 

126  113 


285  256 
142  121 


Total  number  on  the  books  of  the  Institution 

January  31,  1899  and  1900  .  .  .  143  135 

Runaways  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17  12 


Actual  number  in  Institution  January  31,  1899 

and  1900  .......  126  123 


t 


TABLE  NO.  5. 

Showing  the  number  released  on  Probation  from  the  House  of  Reformation  during  the  years  1898  and  1899  and  their  condition  at  the 

end  of  each  year;  also  the  number  Discharged  from  the  House  of  Reformation. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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Note. —  Where  there  was  no  record  in  any  year,  that  year  was  omitted  in  the  heading. 
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TABLE  NO.  6. 


Showing  Number  of  Boys  committed  to  the  House  of  Reformation  during 
the  past  year ,  from  each  of  the  Court  Districts  of  the  City. 

Central 


Roxbury 
South  Boston 
East  Boston  . 
Charlestown  . 
West  Roxbury 
Brighton 
Chelsea 


37 

34 

19 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 


Returned 


99 

14 

113 


TABLE  NO.  7. 

Showing  Nativity  and  Nativity  of  Father  of  Boys  Committed  to  the 
House  of  Reformation  during  the  years  1898  and  1899. 


Nativity. 

Per  cent. 

Nativity  of 
Father. 

Per  cent. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Boston . 

80 

63 

63.49 

55.75 

25 

32 

19.84 

28.31 

Massachusetts . 

13 

12 

10.31 

10.61 

United  States . 

7 

4 

5.55 

3.53 

British  America . 

6 

5 

4.76 

4.42 

11 

6 

8.73 

5.30 

Russia . 

9 

12 

7.14 

10.61 

10 

12 

12.98 

10.61 

Italy . 

5 

5 

3.96 

4.42 

6 

6 

4.76 

5.30 

Germany . 

1 

3 

0.79 

2.65 

4 

5 

3.17 

4.42 

England . 

3 

2.65 

9 

5 

7.14 

4.42 

Ireland . 

1 

1 

0.79 

0.88 

34 

31 

26.98 

27.43 

Scotland . 

1 

2 

0.79 

1.76 

1 

2 

0.79 

1.76 

Wales . 

1 

0.79 

Norway . 

1 

1 

0.79 

0.88 

Portugal .  .... 

1 

0.88 

Poland . 

1 

0.88 

Austria  Hungary . 

1 

0.88 

Total  native  horn . 

100 

79 

79.36 

69.11 

25 

32 

19.84 

28.31 

Total  foreign  born .  . 

23 

31 

18.25 

27.43 

77 

71 

61.11 

62.83 

Unknown . 

3 

3 

2.39 

3.46 

24 

10 

19.05 

8.84 

126 

113 

100 

100 

126 

113 

100 

100 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  8. 

Shoiving ,  by  Months ,  the  Number  Committed  to  the  House  of  Reformation 

for  Four  Years. 


Month. 

Commitments. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Total. 

February . 

4 

4 

8' 

5 

21 

March . 

2 

5 

10 

11 

28 

April . 

9 

5 

n 

i 

8 

29 

May . 

8 

4 

12 

16 

40 

June . 

7 

15 

6 

12 

40 

July . 

8 

7 

13 

i 

35 

August . 

8 

10 

14 

13 

45 

September . 

5 

9 

17 

13 

44 

October . 

5 

8 

12 

4 

29 

November . 

9 

4 

8 

10 

31 

December . 

3 

10 

7 

6 

26 

January . 

6 

12 

12 

8 

38 

Totals . 

74 

93 

126 

113 

406 

In  1898  —  Largest  number  in  Institution  during  year  was  .  .  163 

Smallest  number  in  Institution  during  year  was  .  .  143 

This  includes  seventeen  runaways. 

In  1899  —  Largest  number  in  Institution  during  year  was  .  .  161 

Smallest  number  in  Institution  during  year  was  .  .  131 

This  includes  twelve  runaways. 

Average  attendance  in  Institution: 

1896  .  114 

1897  .  144 

1898  .  149 

1899  .  129 


« 
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13.51 

Age. 

00 

9 . 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13  . 

14  . 

15  . 

16  . 

17  . 

18  . 

19 . 

20 . 

Unknown . 

Totals . 

Average  a  ires . 
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TABLE  NO.  10. 

Showing  Length  of  Time  Spent  in  the  House  of  Deformation  by  Boys 
Discharged  and  Beleased  During  Years  1898  and  1899. 


1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

13  months  or  less . 

37 

29 

2  years  1  month . 

4 

1 

4  “  ii 

1 

10 

“  “  2  months . 

3 

3 

5  “  “  . 

1 

1 

4  4  4  4  g  44 

3 

1 

6  “  “  . 

1 

2 

(  4  4  4  ^  “ 

4 

7  44  44 

1 

2 

4  4  4  4  g  4  4 

6 

8  “  “  . 

1 

2 

44  44  g  44 

2 

9  “  “  . 

3 

5 

4  4  4  4  rj  4*4 

4 

10  “  “  . 

2 

“  “  8  “  . 

1 

11  “  “  . 

3 

44  44  0  44 

2 

1  year . 

1 

9 

“  “  10  “  . 

7 

“  “  l  month . 

6 

8 

4  4  4  4  21  << 

5 

1 

“  “  2  months .  . 

5 

6 

3  years . 

2 

n  44  g  a 

1 

3 

“  “  j  month . 

1 

1 

<<  a  ^  <4 

2 

1 

“  “  2  months . 

1 

1 

44  44  J  44 

3 

5 

“  “  3  “  . 

1 

“  “  6  “  . 

3 

2 

44  4  4  £  44 

3 

4  4  44  7  44 

3 

4 

44  44  ^  44 

O 

4  4  4  4  g  44 

5 

6 

4  4  4  4  g  44 

3 

44  44  0  44 

2 

4 

4  4  44  7  44 

“  “10  “  . 

3 

3 

4  4  4  4  £  44 

1 

44  44  44 

2 

44  44  0  44 

2  years . 

2 

3 

“  “  10  “  . 

1 

4  years  or  more . 

4 

2 

1  Almost  wholly  cases  sent  down  for  non-payment  of  fine. 
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TABLE  NO.  11. 

Comparative  Table  showing  for  four  years  the  Average  Number  of  In¬ 
mates ,  the  Number  of  New  Commitments ,  the  Number  Returned  for 
any  Cause ,  the  Number  Released  on  Probation ,  or  Discharged  after 
serving  Short  Sentences;  also  the  Average  Time  spent  by  Boys  in  the 
House  of  Reformation. 


Average  Number  of  Inmates. 

Number  New  Commitments. 

Number  Returned  for  any  Cause. 

Number  Placed  on  Probation. 

Discharged  from  Short  Sentences. 

Number  Discharged  for  other 

Causes. 

Average  time,  by  months,  spent 

in  the  House  of  Reformation  by 

all  boys  released  or  discharged. 

Average  time,  by  months,  spent 

in  the  House  of  Reformation  hy 

all  boys  released  on  probation. 

1896 . 

114 

71 

3 

42 

16 

.  . 

8.80 

12.52 

1897  . 

144 

89 

4 

37 

20 

3 

13.66 

22.51 

1S98 . 

149 

114 

12 

107 

35 

•  • 

19.55 

24.97 

1899  . 

129 

99 

14 

90 

25 

6 

13.22 

16.17 

TABLE  NO.  12. 

Showing  Condition  at  End  of  Year  1899  of  all  Boys  on  Probation  Out¬ 
side  the  House  of  Reformation ,  subject  to  the  Control  of  the  Trustees. 


Conduct  of  all  boys  on  proba¬ 
tion  at  home. 

Conduct  of  all  boys  on  proba¬ 
tion  on  indenture  (including 
two  at  board) . 

Conduct  of  all  boys  under  21 
on  probation. 

Conduct  of  all  boys  on  proba¬ 
tion  one  year  or  more. 

Conduct  of  all  boys  on  proba¬ 
tion  who  complete  their  21st 
year  previous  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Total 

Per 

No. 

cent. 

Doing  well . . . 

98 

43 

141 

71.57 

73 

6 

Not  doing  well . 

13 

4 

17 

8.63 

9 

2 

Have  been  in  other  penal  institutions . 

8 

6 

14 

7.10 

10 

I 

In  Parental  School . 

2 

,  . 

2 

1.01 

1 

Transferred  to  School  for  Feeble-Minded . 

,  , 

2 

2 

1.01 

2 

Out  of  State . 

2 

,  , 

2 

1.01 

2 

i 

Visits  discontinued  in  1895  . 

8 

,  . 

8 

4.06 

8 

Whereabouts  and  condition  unknown . 

5 

6 

11 

5.58 

10 

2 

Totals . 

136 

61 

197 

100.00 1 

1 115 

12 

1  Total  number  on  probation  at  end  of  year  1898  was  158;  those  missing  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  as  follows :  Fourteen  returned  from  probation,  two  recommitted  by  the 
courts,  one  died,  one  sent  to  the  Insane  Hospital  and  remainder  discharged. 


Children’^  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  13. 


Showing  Status  of  all  Boy  sunder  Twenty-one  whose  Names  were  on  the 
Books  of  the  House  of  Reformation  from  May  i,  1895 ,  to  January  Sly 
1900. 


In  the  House  of  Reformation  .  .  .  .  .123 

Runaways  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .12 


Released  from  House  of  Reformation,  but  still  sub¬ 
ject  to  control  of  Trustees  : 

At  home  (working)  ...... 

44  (attending  school)  .  .  .  .  . 

Indentured  ........ 

Boarding  ........ 

In  Parental  School  ...... 

Working  independently  .  .  .  .  . 

In  Penal  Institutions  other  than  Massachusetts  Re¬ 
formatory  .  .  .  .  . 

In  Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble-Minded  . 

Lost  sight  of  this  year  ...... 

44  44  44  previously  . 

Visits  of  agents  discontinued,  boys  doing  well 
Left  the  State  .  ... 


91 

15 

52 

2 

2 

9 

3 

2 

6 

5 

8 

2 


Discharged  from  care  of  this  department : 

Released  to  go  out  of  the  State  .  .  .  . 

In  United  States  Army  .  .  .  .  . 

44  44  44  Navy  and  Marine  Corps 

Sent  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory  this  year  . 

44  44  “  “  former  years 

Discharged  to  parents  as  unfit  subjects  . 

44  44  Insane  Hospital  .  .  .  . 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  or 
on  payment  of  fine,  this  year  .  .  .  . 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  or 
on  payment  of  fine,  previously  .  .  .  . 

Discharged  on  arriving  at  age  of  twenty-one  . 

Died  ......... 


10 

11 

5 

8 

10 

2 

1 

25 

83 

9 

8 


Names  occurring  more  than  once  on  the  records  : 

Returned  to  House  of  Reformation  this  year  .  .  14 

u  44  4  4  4  4  4  4  previously  .  24 

Recommitted  to  House  of  Reformation  by  Courts  this 

year  ........  2 

Recommitted  to  House  of  Reformation  by  Courts 
previously  .......  6 


135 


197 


172 


46 


550 
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TABLE  NO.  14. 

Showing  Occupation  of  Boys  outside  of  the  House  of  Reformation 
(subject  to  the  control  of  the  Trustees)  having  Regular  Employment  at  end 
of  years  1898  and  1899. 


1898. 


Total. 


1899. 


Total. 


Employed  in  trades : 

Baker . 

Barber . 

Blacksmith . 

Bicycle  repairer. . . 

Carpenter . 

Confectioner . 

Cook . 

Cooper . 

Dyer . 

Iron  moulder . 

Machinist . 

Painter . 

Printing  office . 

Saddler . 

Stonecutter . 

Tinsmith . 

Upholsterer . 

W  aiter . 


1 

2 


1 


1 


1 


1 

6 

1 

8 


2 

1 

5 


Employed  in  mills  and  factories : 
Factories  (other  than  shoe  shops).. .. 

Shoe  shops . 

Mills  . 


11 

6 

2 


Employed  in  stores  and  markets 

Musician . 

Lumber  yard.. . . . 

Oil  works . 

Wood  yard . 

Ship  yard . 

Packing  house . 

Teamsters  . 

Laborers . 

Farmers . 

Longshoremen . 

Sailor . 

Peddlers . 

Flower  pedlers . . 

Janitor . ^ . . . 

Messenger  and  telegraph  boys  . . 

Bell  boys  in  hotel . 

Office  boy . 

Elevator  boy . 

Bootblack . 


12 

1 


2 

1 

4 

2 

4 

1 


2 


3 


2 


1 


19 

12 


23 

84 


2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

7 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 


22 

8 

3 

16 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

10 

1 

1 

4 
2 
1 
6 
1 

3 
2 

4 


32 


33 

16 


49 


Grand  total 


130 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  15. 

Bill  of  Fare  —  Inmates  House  of  Reformation. 


Monday. 

Breakfast.  —  Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  bread  and  cereal  coffee. 
Dinner.  — Corned  beef,  cabbage,  potatoes  and  bread. 

Supper.  —  Cold  corned  beef,  bread,  cocoa  shells,  milk  and  sugar. 

Tuesday. 

Breakfast.  —  Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  bread  and  coffee,  stewed 
prunes. 

Dinner.  —  Roast  beef,  gravy,  potatoes  and  bread. 

Supper. — Cold  roast  beef,  bread,  cocoa  shells,  milk  and  sugar. 

Wednesday. 

Breakfast. — Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  bread  and  coffee. 

Dinner.  —  Beef  stew  and  bread. 

Supper. — Mutton  stew,  bread,  gingerbread,  cocoa  shells,  milk 
and  sugar. 

Thursday. 

Breakfast.  — Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  coffee  and  bread. 

Dinner.  —  Bean  soup  and  bread. 

Supper.  —  Bread,  butter,  stewed  prunes,  milk,  sugar,  cocoa  shells. 

Friday. 

Breakfast.  — Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  coffee  and  bread. 

Dinner. —  Creamed  saltfish  or  baked  fish,  potatoes  and  bread. 
Supper.  —  Fish  hash,  bread,  milk,  sugar  and  cocoa  shells. 

Saturday. 

Breakfast.  —  Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  coffee  and  bread. 

Dinner.  —  Mutton  stew  and  bread. 

Supper.  —  Bread,  molasses,  milk,  sugar  and  cocoa  shells. 

Sunday. 

Breakfast.  —  Oatmeal,  milk,  sugar,  coffee  and  bread. 

Dinner.  —  Baked  beans,  brown  and  white  bread. 

Supper.  —  Ginger  and  white  bread,  stewed  prunes,  butter,  milk, 
sugar  and  cocoa  shells. 
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PARENTAL  SCHOOL.  — STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1899. 


TABLE  NO.  16. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  in  the  School  at  the  Beginning  of  Each 
Year ,  together  with  the  Number  Committed ,  Discharged .  Released  on 
Probation,  Returned  from  Probation  and  Recommitted  for  Five  Years . 


February  1. 

Number  in 
School. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Recomm 

Second  time. 

ITTED. 

Third  time. 

1895  . 

140 

1 

4 

1896  . 

135 

167 

113 

39 

1897  . 

149 

177 

101 

57 

12 

1898  . 

169 

189 

162 

34 

13 

1899  . 

175 

189 

U40 

24 

1 

40 

5 

1  Including  one  who  died. 


TABLE  NO.  17. 


Showing  Nativity  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  Parental  School  during  two 

years. 


1898. 

1899. 

Number. 

Per  cent. 

Number. 

Per  cent. 

Boston . 

102 

53.9 

124 

65.7 

Elsewhere  in  Mass . 

12 

6.3 

15 

7.8 

Elsewhere  in  United  States, 

21 

11.1 

10 

5.2 

Russia . 

11 

5.7 

11 

5.7 

Italy . 

7 

3.5 

10 

5.2 

Ireland . 

4 

2.1 

4 

2.1 

England . 

4 

2.1 

4 

2.1 

Canada . 

7 

3.5 

7 

3.5 

Arabia . 

2 

1.0 

0 

0.0 

Australia . 

2 

1.0 

0 

0.0 

Germany . 

2 

1.0 

0 

0.0 

France  . 

1 

.5 

0 

0.0 

Scotland . 

1 

.5 

0 

0.0 

Austria . 

0 

.0 

1 

.5 

Unknown . 

13 

6.8 

3 

1.5 

189 

189 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  1  8. 

Nativity  of  Parents  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  Parental  School  during 

the  Year. 


it 
4  4 
4  4 
44 


Both  parents  born  in  the  United  States 
“  “  “  Ireland 

u  “  “  Russia 

“  “  “  Italy 

u  “  u  Canada 

Both  parents  born  in  some  other  foreign  country 
One  parent  native-born  ... 

Both  parents  foreign-born,  but  of  different  nationalities 
Boys  with  one  parent  native-born  and  one  unknown 
44  44  44  44  foreign  u  u  u  u 

Boys,  nativity  of  whose  parents  was  unknown 


34 

36 

20 

17 

10 

7 

12 

14 

9 

6 

24 


TABLE  NO.  18A. 

Showing  Parental  Relations  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  Parental  School 


during  Two  Years. 

1898. 

1899. 

Both  parents  living  ..... 

127 

126 

Father  only  living  ..... 

21 

15 

Had  stepmothers  ..... 

2 

3 

Mother  only  living  . 

34 

40 

Had  stepfathers 

9 

6 

Both  parents  dead  ..... 

6 

9 

Had  both  stepfather  and  stepmother 

1 

— 

Parentage  unknown  ..... 

1 

— 

TABLE  NO.  1  8B  . 


Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  Parental  School  during 

the  Year  who  belonged: 

To  eldest  child  group  ..... 

44 

To  youngest  child  group  .... 

37 

To  only  child  group  ..... 

22 

103  =  54% 
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TABLE  NO.  19. 

Showing  Age  of  Boys  at  Commitment  to  Parental  School  for  Five  Years 

Ending  January  31,  1900. 


1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Per  cent. 
1899. 

7  years. . . 

1 

3 

1.5 

8  “ 

2 

4 

7 

8 

5 

2.6 

9  “  ... 

9 

17 

16 

19 

20 

10.5 

10  “  ... 

16 

24 

30 

22 

30 

15.7 

11  "  ... 

30 

43 

38 

44 

29 

15.2 

12  "... 

32 

30 

38 

41 

41 

21.5 

13  "... 

40 

38 

34 

42 

50 

26.8 

14  "  ... 

10 

7 

14 

8 

7 

3.6 

Age  u  n- 

known... 

1 

3 

5 

4 

2.1 

Average 

age . 

lly.8m.21d. 

lly.3m.25d. 

lly.  4m.  9d. 

lly.  4m.  6d. 

lly.  4m.  lOd. 

TABLE  NO.  20. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  Parental  School  from  each 
of  the  Court  Districts  of  the  City  for  Two  Years. 


1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Central  District. 

. 92 

80 

East  Boston . 

. 9 

15 

South  Boston . .  . 

. 33 

27 

Charlestown . 

. 7 

9 

Roxbury  . 

. 32 

41 

West  Roxbury  . . . 

. 5 

6 

Dorchester . 

. 10 

8 

Brighton  . 

. 1 

3 

TABLE  NO.  20A. 


Showing  the  Total  Average  Number  of  Boys  in  the  Grammar  and  Primary 
Schools  of  Boston,  by  Court  Districts,  with  the  Percentage  Committed 
to  the  Parental  School  from  each  District. 


Court  District. 

School  District. 

Total 

Number. 

Number 
Committed 
to  Parental 
School. 

Percentage 

Com¬ 

mitted. 

Dorchester . 

4,518 

8 

.17 

Brighton . 

. 8th 

1,379 

3 

.21 

West  Roxbury . 

. 8th 

2,415 

6 

.24 

Charlestown . 

. 2d 

2,697 

9 

.33 

South  Boston . 

. 6th 

5,300 

27 

.50 

Roxbury  . 

7,277 

41 

.56 

East  Boston . 

. 1st 

2,578 

15 

.58 

Central . 

8,879 

80 

.90 

Total . 

35,043 

189 

.51 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  21. 

Showing  Average  Attendance  at  the  Parental  School  and  the  Number 
Committed ,  Discharged,  Released  on  Probation,  Returned  from  Proba¬ 
tion,  for  two  years,  by  Months. 


Committed. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Average 

Attendance 

1898. 

1899. 

•8681 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

•6681 

February  . 

17 

9 

5 

15 

10 

1 

169 

172  7 

March . 

22 

20 

6 

19 

6 

3 

181 

176  9 

April  . 

9 

15 

22 

12 

5 

1 

4 

180 

180  9 

May . 

21 

34 

17 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

172 

193.2 

June . 

15 

10 

4 

5 

2 

1 

2 

183 

211 

July . 

1 

2 

187 

209 

August . 

1 

6 

5 

1 

185 

206.6 

September . 

2 

37 

14 

4 

13 

164 

192.3 

October . 

47 

36 

33 

23 

3 

2 

il 

140 

182.1 

November . 

21 

32 

15 

20 

2 

3 

156 

197 

December . 

13 

18 

9 

12 

1 

159 

199.8 

January,  1900 . 

21 

14 

8 

13 

2 

167 

199.4 

189 

189 

162 

140 

34 

24 

13 

1 

170.7 

193.4 

iFrom  City  Hospital. 

Average  time  by  which  terms  of  boys  released  on  probation  in  the 
year  1899  was  shortened  was  3  months,  15  days. 


TABLE  NO.  22 . 

Showing  Length  of  Time  spent  in  the  Parental  School  by  Boys  Dis¬ 
charged  and  Released  during  two  years. 


1898. 

1899. 

TbrfiPi  mnnths  nr 

less . 

12 

5 

Four 

Five 

Six 

Seven 

Eight 

Nine 

Ten 

44 

44 

6 

6 

1 

u 

44 

3 

u 

44 

27 

14 

2 

u 

44 

4 

u 

44 

6 

3 

u 

44 

8 

12 

u 

4  4 

10 

3 

Eleven 

«  4 

4  4 

7 

4 

Twelve 

It 

44 

69 

89 

Fourteen 

4  4 

44 

1 

Fifteen 

44 

44 

1 

2 

Sixteen 

Eighteen 

Twenty-four 

44 

44 

1 

2 

44 

44 

6 

2 

44 

44 

35 

19 

196 

164 

Average  time  spent  by  boys  discharged  or  released,  1898,  12  months, 
5  days. 

Average  time  spent  by  boys  discharged  or  released,  1899,  12 
months,  1  day. 
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TABLE  NO.  23. 

Showing  Average  Increase  in  Height  and  Weight  of  Seventy-five 
Parental  School  Boys ,  Selected  at  Random. 


Average  age  at  last 
measurement. 

Number. 

Average  time  between 
measurements. 

Average  Height. 

Increase  at  same  rate 

for  twelve  months. 

Average  Weight. 

Increase  at  same  rate 

for  twelve  months. 

First. 

Second. 

Increase. 

First. 

Second. 

Increase. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

8 

5 

5.8 

45.74 

46.3 

.7 

1.44 

49.7 

51.12 

2. 

4.13 

9 

12 

4.58 

51.4 

51.93 

.63 

1.65 

56.13 

62.6 

6.04 

15.7 

10 

11 

4.27 

50.62 

51.35 

.73 

2.05 

57.2 

61. 

3.89 

10.0 

11 

7 

9.36 

49.28 

50.43 

1.14 

1.46 

49.18 

56.84 

7.66 

9.81 

12 

15 

11.70 

52.81 

54.1 

1.8 

1.84 

64.07 

70.4 

6.33 

6.49 

13 

9 

10.3 

53.83 

56.75 

1.58 

1.84 

71.68 

78.86 

7.18 

8.36 

14 

16 

10.2 

56.31 

57.77 

1.39 

1.63 

76.3 

84.34 

7.7 

9.03 

Boy  of  9  years  gained  12.75  pounds  in 

3£  months. 

Boy  of  10 

Li 

“  7.75 

Li  ii 

1*  “ 

Boy  of  11 

iL 

“  12.87 

a  n 

7 

Boy  of  12 

Li 

“  6.37 

u  u 

7  i  “ 

Boy  of  13 

Li 

“  16.5 

41  LL 

12 

Boy  of  14 

LL 

“  16.5 

LL  LL 

9 

TABLE  NO. 

24. 

Showing  Average  Heights  and  Weights ,  together  with  the  Annual  Growth 
of  Boston  School  Boys  of  American  Parentage.  (Bowditch's  Tables.) 


Age. 

Height. 

Annual 

Increase. 

Weight. 

Annual 

Increase. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Eight . ' . 

48.16 

1.95 

50.37 

4.96 

Nine . . 

50.09 

1.93 

55.21 

5.54 

Ten . 

52.21 

2.12 

60.90 

6.65 

Eleven . 

54.01 

1.80 

65.7 

5.77 

Twelve . 

55.78 

% 

1.77 

72.55 

7.43 

Thirteen . 

58.17 

2.39 

.  80.86 

8.44 

Fourteen . 

61.08 

2.91 

91.19 

11.02 

Note. —  In  the  above  table,  height  and  weight  are  given  for  boys  one-half  year  older 
than  the  figures  in  the  column  of  “Age,”  indicate.  Annual  increase  is  denoted  for 
boys  of  the  exact  age  indicated. 


TABLE  NO.  25. 

Showing  Progress  of  Boys  in  the  Public  Schools  After  Release  or  Discharge  from  the  Parental  School. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


Class  Work. 

•jooj 

co  oo  co 

rH 

Cl 

5 

4 

15 

Cl 

•pooo 

N  H  f 

o 

rH 

qu9[[9oxg; 

rH  .  Cl 

CO 

Deportment. 

•jooj 

e*  ^  *o 

rH 

rH 

•jiuj 

6 

4 

12 

. 

Cl 

•po°o 

3 

4 

16 

CO 

Cl 

qugnaoxg: 

rH  ^ 

lO 

Attendance. 

•891UIJ 

iCuBui  juosqi}  iiqi?suox9ax 
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00 

"S9UIIJ 

.£jU9AVJ  pau  uej  U99A\j 
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3 

23 
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00 

qooqog 
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-Sip  9J9A\  l9qj  qoiqAl  oj  juqj 
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co 
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TABLE  NO.  26. 

Bill  of  Fare  at  the  Parental  School. 


Sunday. 

Breakfast.  —  Oatmeal  with  milk  and  sugar  or  molasses,  hash, 
bread,  butter,  cocoa. 

Dinner.  — Baked  beans,  brown  bread,  pudding,  bread. 

Supper.  —  Gingerbread  or  beans,  bread,  butter  and  milk. 

Monday. 

Breakfast. — Baked  beans,  cocoa,  bread  and  butter. 

Dinner. — Roast  beef,  vegetables,  bread. 

Supper.  —  Oatmeal  with  sugar  and  milk  or  molasses,  bread  and 
butter. 

Tuesday. 

Breakfast .  — Hash  or  warmed-up  meat,  bread  and  cocoa. 
Dinner.  — Mutton  stew  with  vegetables,  pudding,  bread. 

Supper. — Brown  bread,  sauce,  milk,  bread  and  butter. 

Wednesday. 

Breakfast .  — Fried  mush,  molasses,  bread,  butter,  milk. 

Dinner. — Corned  beef,  vegetables,  bread. 

Supper.  — Gingerbread  or  beans,  bread,  butter,  milk. 

Thursday. 

Breakfast.  —  Hash  or  corned  beef,  bread,  butter,  cereal  coffee. 
Dinner.  — Roast  beef  or  meat  pie,  with  vegetables,  corn  bread. 
Supper. — Rice  or  hominy,  with  milk  and  sugar  or  molasses, 
bread,  butter,  milk.  • 

Friday. 

Breakfast.  —  Oatmeal  with  sugar  and  milk  or  molasses,  bread, 
butter,  cocoa. 

Dinner.  — Fresh  or  salt  fish,  vegetables,  bread,  pudding. 
Supper.  —  Bread,  butter,  cracked  wheat,  sauce  and  milk. 

Saturday. 

Breakfast. — Fish  hash  or  fish  balls,  bread  and  butter,  cereal 
coffee. 

Dinner.  —  Pea  soup  or  bean  soup,  meat  pie,  bread. 

Supper.  —  Corn  mush,  molasses,  bread,  butter,  milk. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  27. 


Produce  from  the  Farm,  1899. 


Asparagus  . 
Beets  . 

Beets  . 

Beet  greens 

Beans,  bush 

Beans,  pole 

Cabbage 

Celery 

Sweet-corn 

Cucumbers 

Lettuce 

Onions 

Onions 

Parsnips 

Peas  . 

Potatoes 

Radishes 

Rhubarb 

Salsify 

Spinach 

Tomatoes 

Hay  . 


80  bunches. 
150  “ 

4  bushels. 

3  “ 

19  “ 

4  “ 

500  heads. 
700  “ 

650  dozen. 
150  “ 

1,400  heads. 
150  bunches. 
2  bushels. 

5  “ 

15  “ 

40  “ 

400  bunches. 
250  lbs. 

1  bushel. 

4  bushels. 
8  “ 

5  tons. 


The  Parental  School  laundry  does  the  laundry  work  for 
both  officers  and  boys  of  the  Parental  School  and  the  House 
of  Reformation.  A  man  and  two  women  are  employed  all 
the  time,  and  a  third  woman  part  of  the  time.  Employment 
is  given  to  about  fifteen  boys.  The  total  number  of  pieces 
done  in  the  laundry  during  the  year  was  256,000,  of  which 
97,199  came  from  the  House  of  Reformation. 

The  expenses  of  the  laundry  for  the  year,  not  reckoning 
interest  on  capital  invested,  were  as  follows : 

The  salaries  (including  a  fair  share  of  the  engi¬ 
neers’  salaries,  and  reckoning  board  at  $20  per 


month,  when  furnished) . $2,510  00 

Soap  and  supplies  .  252  07 

Repairs  .  180  64 

Coal  (estimated) .  500  00 

Gas  (estimated) .  150  00 

Deterioration  of  machinery  (estimated) .  180  00 


Total .  $3,772  71 

Average  cost  of  doing  100  pieces,  flat  and  fine,  $1.47. 

In  this  price,  it  should  be  observed,  no  account  is  taken  of 
the  labor  of  boys,  nor  of  the  cost  of  transporting  the  House 
of  Reformation  laundry  between  the  wharf  and  the  Parental 
School. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PLACING-OUT  DIVISION. 


TABLE  NO.  28. 

Total  Number  of  Investigations  during  Years  1898  and  1899. 


- 

1S98. 

Per  cent. 

*668T 

Per  cent. 

For  admission . 

419 

28.83 

295 

36.46 

Of  boarding  homes . 

260 

17.89 

60 

7.41 

Of  free  homes . 

125 

8.60 

31 

3.83 

For  release  from  House  of  Reformation  (parents’ 
homes) . 

145 

9.97 

122 

18.08 

For  release  from  Parental  School,  on  probation 
(parents’  homes) . 

100 

6.88 

91 

11.24 

For  release  from  Parental  School,  expiration  of 
sentence  (parents’  homes) . 

159 

10.94 

34 

4.20 

For  release  from  Placing-Out  Division  (parents’ 
homes) . 

225 

15.48 

142 

17.55 

For  adoption  and  guardianship . 

10 

0.68 

10 

1.23 

For  return  to  House  of  Reformation  from  probation, 

10 

0.68 

24 

2.96 

Totals . 

— - a - 

1,453 

100.00 

809 

100.00 

Investigation  and  Disposal  of  Applications  for  Admission  of  Dependent  Children  during  Years  1898  and  1899. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  30. 

Number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  Admitted  to  Care  of  De¬ 
partment  during  Years  1898  and  1899. 


1898. 

1899. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent  children . 

95 

92 

187 

63 

45 

108 

Neglected  children . 

19 

18 

37 

24 

6 

30 

Total . 

114 

110 

224 

87 

51 

138 

TABLE  NO.  31. 

•• 

Nativity ,  Parent  Nativity  {Father)  and  Race  of  Children  Received 

during  Years  1898  and  1899. 


1 

Nativity  of  Children. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1898. 

Per  cent. 

1899. 

Per  cent. 

1898. 

Per  cent. 

1899. 

Per  cent. 

Native  horn . 

184 

98.39 

103 

95.37 

36 

97.29 

28 

93.33 

Foreign  born . 

2 

1.06 

5 

4.62 

1 

2.70 

2 

6.66 

Unknown . 

1 

0.53 

Total . 

187 

100 

108 

100 

37 

100 

30 

100 

White . 

172 

91.97 

98 

90.74 

31 

83.78 

28 

93.33 

Colored . 

14 

7.48 

10 

9.25 

6 

16.21 

2 

6.66 

Unknown . 

1 

0.53 

Nativity  of  Father. 

Native  born . : 

46 

24.59 

18 

16.66 

6 

16.21 

13 

43.33 

Canada  and  Provinces . 

11 

5.88 

7 

6.48 

5 

13.51 

3 

10 

England . 

16 

8.55 

4 

3.70 

3 

10 

Scotland . 

3 

1.60 

3 

2.77 

2 

6.66 

Ireland . 

19 

10.16 

10 

9.25 

13 

35.13 

1 

3.33 

Germany . 

1 

0.53 

10 

9.25 

2 

6.66 

Italy . 

8 

4.27 

9 

8.33 

1 

3.33 

Russia . 

9 

4.81 

13 

12.03 

1 

2.70 

Poland . 

1 

.92 

Other  countries . 

8 

4.27 

6 

5.55 

1 

2  70 

Unknown . 

66 

35.29 

27 

25.00 

11 

29.72 

5 

16.66 

Total . 

187 

100 

108 

100 

37 

100 

30 

100 

Children’s  Institutions  Department 
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TABLE  NO.  32. 

Domestic  Condition  of  Children  Admitted  during  Year. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1898. 

Per  cent. 

1899. 

Per  cent. 

1898. 

Per  cent. 

1899. 

Per  cent. 

Had  both  parents . 

Ill 

59.36 

58 

53.70 

24 

64.86 

11 

36.66 

No  parents . 

2 

1.06 

9 

8.33 

3 

10. 

Father  only . 

29 

15.50 

10 

9.25 

7 

18.91 

7 

23.33 

Mother  only . 

44 

23.52 

31 

28.70 

6 

16.21 

9 

30. 

Stepfather . .. . 

3 

2.77 

4 

10.81 

5 

16.66 

Stepmother . 

1 

0.53 

1 

0.92 

1 

2.70 

1 

3.33 

Father  sick  or  disabled . 

10 

5.34 

9 

8.33 

4 

10.81 

Mother  sick  or  disabled . 

30 

16.04 

35 

32.40 

10 

27.02 

4 

13.33 

Both  parents  sick  or  disabled . 

2 

1.06 

3 

2.77 

Head  of  family  out  of  employment . 

36 

19.25 

11 

10.18 

1 

2.70 

5 

16.66 

Intemperate  father . 

48 

25.66 

14 

12.96 

18 

48.64 

13 

43.33 

Intemperate  mother . 

5 

2.67 

5 

4.62 

1 

2.70 

7 

23.33 

Both  parents  intemperate . 

i 

3.74 

1 

0.92 

10 

27.02 

4 

13.33 

Parents  separated . 

34 

18.18 

20 

18.57 

6 

16.21 

2 

6.66 

Members  of  family  had  been  arrested  . . . 

37 

19.78 

16 

14.81 

16 

43.24 

9 

30. 

Parents  known  to  have  received  chari- 

table  aid . 

130 

69.51 

68 

62.96 

14 

37.83 

14 

46.66 

Applications  for  Release  to  Parents  or  Friends ,  Received  and  Investigated  during  Years  1898  and  18  99. 
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Parental  School  children . 

House  of  Reformation . 

Total . 

1  In  three  cases  the  boys’  sentences  expired  before  the  release  went  into  effect. 


TABLE  NO.  34. 

Ages  of  all  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  who  were  in  Charge  Placed  Out,  January  31,  1899,  and  January  31,  1900. 
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TABLE  NO.  35. 

Discharged  during  the  Years  1898  and  1899. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

From  Marcella-street  Home  . . . 

16 

8 

24 

From  indenture . 

67 

73 

41 

52 

98 

125 

From  boarding . 

77 

44 

48 

45 

125 

89 

From  other  institutions . 

10 

9 

19 

Total . 

150 

127 

97 

106 

247 

233 

TABLE  NO.  36. 

Discharged  from  Indenture  during  the  Year  1899. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Arrived  at  age . 

55 

41 

‘  96 

Given  time . 

9 

9 

Discharged  to  friends  or  relatives . 

6 

6 

Adopted . 

1 

9 

10 

Married  . 

2 

2 

Died  . 

1 

1 

Enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army  or  Navy . 

1 

1 

Total . 

73 

52 

125 

TABLE  NO,  37. 

Applications  for  Children  to  Board  or  on  Indenture. 


-  —  .. 

At  Board. 

On  Indenture. 

Total  received . 

139 

88 

Number  approved . 

40 

23 

Number  disapproved . 

20 

8 

Filled . 

16 

15 

Unfilled  (on  hand) . 

20 

8 

Withdrawn . 

4 

3 

For  method  of  investigating  homes  in  which  to  place  children,  see  Home  Card. 
For  method  of  investigating  for  release,  see  Form  of  Report. 


TABLE  NO.  38. 

Transfers  during  the  Years  1898  and  1899. 


* 

1898. 

1899. 

Boys . 

518 

466 

Girls . 

467 

315 

Total . 

985 

781 

Children’s  Institutions  Department 
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TABLE  NO.  39. 

Transfer  of  Indentured  Children  for  Years  1898  and  1899.. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

From  indenture  to  indenture . 

36 

86 

14 

32 

50 

118 

From  indenture  to  boarding . 

7 

14 

37 

19 

44 

33 

Total . 

43 

100 

51 

51 

94 

151 

TABLE  NO.  40. 

Indentured  (for  first  time)  during  Years  1898  and  1899. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Fi’om  Marceila-street  Home  or  office, 

14 

3 

1 

1 

15 

4 

Boarding  homes . 

10 

35 

19 

22 

29 

57 

Total . 

24 

38 

20 

23 

44 

61 

TABLE  NO.  41. 

Ages  of  Children  Indentured  for  first  time  during  the  Year. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Neglected. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Dependent. 

l . 

2 

1 

3 

2 . 

1 

1 

4 . 

1 

1 

2 

5 . 

1 

1 

6...T . 

1 

1 

9 . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

10 . 

1 

2 

3 

H . 

3 

1 

4 

12 . 

1 

2 

2 

6 

11 

13 . 

2 

10 

1 

2 

15 

14 . 

2 

5 

1 

2 

10 

15 . 

2 

1 

s 

16  ... 

1 

1 

17.. 

1 

1 

18 . 

1 

1 

Total  .... 

7 

31 

6 

17 

61 
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TABLE  NO.  43. 

Showing  the  Number  of  Children  in  a  Home  at  Close  of  Years  1898-1899 . 


Boarding 

Homes. 

Free  Homes. 

Children 

Unre¬ 

lated. 

Children 

Related. 

Total. 

Children 

Unre¬ 

lated. 

Children 

Related. 

Total. 

QO 

• 

os 

GO 

• 

cs 

GO 

• 

05 

• 

GO 

C5 

GO 

• 

05 

• 

00 

• 

05 

C5 

os 

a 

a 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

<x> 

cc 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

QO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

?H 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

Number  homes 
with  one  child.. 
Number  homes 

86 

84 

86 

84 

372 

291 

372 

291 

with  two  chil¬ 
dren  . . 

44 

60 

57 

50 

101 

110 

6 

8 

8 

11 

14 

19 

Number  homes 

with  three  chil¬ 
dren  . 

27 

6 

11 

12 

38 

18 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

Number  homes 

with  four  chil- 
d  rp.n  . 

3 

8 

2 

2 

5 

10 

l 

1 

Number  homes 

with  five  chil¬ 
dren 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Number  of  homes 

with  over  five 

children  .  .* . 

5 

3 

5 

3 

Total . 

167 

162 

70 

64 

237 

226 

379 

299 

11 

14 

390 

313 

Note.  —  Total  number  of  homes  where  children  were  placed  at  close  of  1898,  658. 

Total  number  of  homes  where  children  were  placed  at  close  of  1899,  562. 


TABLE  NO.  44. 

Schooling  of  Placed-Out  Children  during  the  Year  1899. 


Boarding. 

Indentured. 

Home  on 
Probation. 

Total. 

Children  attending  school  — 

Of  school  age  (5-15) . 

334 

164 

5 

503 

Over  school  age . 

7 

49 

1 

57 

Children  not  attending  school  — 

Over  school  age . 

13 

178 

1 

192 

Under  school  age . 

141 

10 

151 

Mentally  unfit . 

7 

7 

Physically  unfit . 

14 

14 

Transitional  . 

1 

1 

Total . 

517 

401 

7 

925 

Note.  —  Six  of  the  above  receive  private  instruction. 

Seven  of  those  mentally  or  physically  unfit  to  attend  school  were  during  the  year 
transferred  to  other  institutions. 


TO 
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TABLE  NO.  45. 

Average  Number  of  Visits  made  to  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children 

during  the  Year  1899. 

Total  number  of  children  subject  to  visits  (dependent  and 

neglected . 925 

Total  number  of  visits  made . 5,298 

Average  number  of  visits  to  each  child . 5+ 

Note.  —  The  boarding  children  are  visited  about  twice  as  often  as  the 
children  on  indenture,  children  under  three  years  of  age  in  especial  re¬ 
ceiving  frequent  visits;  so  the  above  average  is  low  for  the  boarders 
and  high  for  the  indentured  children. 


TABLE  NO.  46. 

The  Children  Boarded  or  Indentured  who  have  been  brought  to  the  City 

for  Treatment  are  as  follows : 


For  defective  and  diseased  eyes . 24 

For  defective  and  diseased  ears .  5 

For  defective  and  diseased  teeth .  17 

For  surgical  treatment .  9 

For  treatment  of  other  diseases .  31 
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TABLE  NO.  4  7. 

One  Hundred  and  Fifty-six  Children  on  the  Rolls  of  this  Department  are 
in  the  care  of  Other  Institutions ,  and  are  Distributed  as  follows: 


School  for  Feeble-Minded  ........  106 

Hospital  Cottages .  15 

Boston  Almshouse  and  Hospital,  Long  Island  (including  two 

babies  with  mothers) .  14 

Boston  Insane  Asylum .  3 

House  of  the  Good  Shepherd  .......  3 

Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind  .......  4 

Free  Homes  for  Consumptives  .......  1 

Memorial  Hospital,  Worcester  .......  1 

St.  Luke’s  Convalescent  Home  .......  1 

Worcester  Almshouse  .........  1 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Consumptives  .....  1 

Schools  for  the  Deaf .  2 

Taunton  Insane  Hospital  ........  1 

Hospital,  Deer  Island .  1 

State  Almshouse  . . 2 

Total . 156 


Of  the  total  number  in  other  institutions,  sixty-two  are  placed  free 
of  charge. 


Children's  Institutions  Department 
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Note.  —  Nos.  1  to  10  inclusive  were  in  direct  control  of  the  Placing-Out  Division.  Nos.  11  to  13  inclusive  were  at  the  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded. 
.  14  was  in  Hospital  Cottages  for  Children. 
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HOME  CARD. 


Date.  Name  of  Family, 


Free  Home, 
Permanent, 
Temporary, 
Wages, 


Boarding  Home, 
Permanent, 
Temporary, 
Terms, 


Address, 

Post  Office, 

Railroad, 

Distance  from  Boston, 

Nearest  Station, 

Distance  of  Home  from  Station, 
How  reached. 


Names  of  Members  of  Family.  Dates  of  Birth.  Religion.  Occupation. 

Character,  disposition  and  habits. 


Standing  of  family  in  community, 
Church,  Distance, 

Physical  condition  of  family, 

Intelligence, 

Are  any  members  of  the  family  often 
away  from  home? 

Material  condition, 


No.  of  Children  wanted,  Religion, 

Sex,  Color, 

Age,  Nationality, 

Motive  in  taking  child, 

Would  child  be  treated  as  member  of  family? 
School,  Distance, 

Would  child  be  sent  to  church  or  S.  S.? 
Would  child  room  alone? 

Would  child  attend  social  gatherings  with 
family? 


Size  of  house,  Other  children  previously  taken,  from  where, 

when, 

Sanitary  condition  of  Home, 

Amount  of  land;  how  used, 

Live  stock, 

Boarders,  lodgers  or  guests,  Why  other  children  have  been  taken  away, 


Boarders  at  special  seasons, 


Application  made  through  whom, 


Employees, 


References. 


Employees  at  special  seasons, 


REPORT. 

Associated  Charities  Report.  Name, 

Date  of  Birth,  Age, 

Institution, 

Register  No. 

Date  of  Application, 

Date  of  Investigation, 

Date  of  report, 

Date  when  admitted, 

Religion, 

Ever  been  an  inmate  of  other  Institution? 
If  so,  what? 

Police  Report.  Application  by, 


Parents. 

Father, 

Mother, 

Residence, 

State  the  District, 

Occupation, 

Income, 

and 

Sources  of, 

Habits, 

Physical  condition, 

Size  of  Tenement, 

Condition  of  Tenement, 
Surroundings, 

Neighbor’s  Report, 

Pauper  Record.  Prison  Record, 

Children, 

Prison  Record  of  Children  (if  any), 
Agent, 

Time  employed. 


J 
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